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We have a winner 




‘The crowd that gathered round him was so large that he 
got into a boat and sat in it out on the lake, while all the 
people were along the shore at the water's edge' Mark 4:1 

Congratulations to Edwina ‘the footprints of the multitude in 

Towson of Oxford - the winner of the sand and the lone figure in the 

The Door’s photographic competi- boat strongly brought to mind the 

tion with this image taken in the verse Mark 4:1.’ 

early morning in Nice. Edwina says: Report and runners-up - back page 



No presents - no poverty 



INTERNATIONAL efforts to end 
poverty around the world rely not 
just on Governments but on individu- 
als to make words into reality. Local 
teenager Adam Tyndall has taken up 
the challenge to make a difference 
with a home-grown campaign called 
‘No Presents - No Poverty’. 

Adam, 15, of Earley, near Reading, 
has pledged to sacrifice all his 
Christmas presents this year for 
donations from the givers towards his 
campaign. 

He aims to raise £1,600 to buy a 
mango plantation through Oxfam 
Unwrapped - Oxfam’s alternative gift 
service, giving struggling farmers the 
opportunity to own a mango planta- 
tion and have their fruits Fairtrade 
certified, providing an income and 
the dignity of supporting themselves 
and their families. 

By distributing posters and leaflets 
around his school, Maiden Erlegh, 



and St Nicholas Church, Earley, 
where he worships he hopes others 
will follow his lead. 

Reaction has been mixed, he says, 
with his parents and headteacher in 
full support of his plans and his 
younger sister and others willing to 
make some sacrifices: ‘I don’t expect 
other people to give up all their pres- 

After talking about the 
over-commercialisation of 
Christmas and loss of real 
meaning I decided I want- 
ed to help in some way. 

ents. Even one will make a differ- 
ence.’ 

He says the campaign is a result of 
something that he has been thinking 
about for a few years: ‘I’d thought for 
a while about how we waste so much 



as a country when there are others 
out there who struggle to get the 
absolute basics for life. 

‘After talking with a friend about 
over-commercialisation at Christmas 
and loss of the real meaning, I decided 
I wanted to help in some way.’ 

Adam is already planning a fun 
finale for his fundraisers at St 
Nicholas Church, Earley, at 3pm on 8 
January. 

To take part in Adam’s campaign 
you can find the sponsor form on 
www.nopresents-nopoverty.org.uk or 
email adamtyndall@arsenalfc.net 

CAMPAIGNERS for trade justice say 
public support is high as the World 
Trade Organisation meets in Hong 
Kong this month to seek agreement 
on a global trade deal. But Oxfam 
has warned talks will fail unless min- 
isters of rich countries make more 
realistic offers. See report on page 2. 
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Imaginative minds need television programmes that stimulate, challenge and 
entertain. INI's wide selection of cartoons, live studio and education programmes 
bring a unique blend of television that will be enjoyed by parents and children alike. 
Tune into INI today. 

FREE PROGRAMME GUIDE 08000 832 912 



(Tn, 



INSPIRATION NETWORK INTERNATIONAL 



SKY CHANNEL 678 




i www.ini-uk.tv 




i iin ii.i 


* - i 1 


Freepost RLUU-YCSL-ZLXX, INI TV r CHEADLE, SK8 5BL 

INI Is part of the family of networks from The Inspiration Networks 

------- - --------- 


• J *. 




! 




1 







THE DOOR : December 2005 



+ 



2 



News 

A joyous Christmas to all our readers 



TO be human is to be vulnerable. We are, as Shakespeare said, subject to ‘the thousand natural shocks that flesh is heir to’. 
In our developed world there is a vast conspiracy, in which we all collude, that this is not so. The advance of science, espe- 
cially in medicine, improved conditions of human existence and relative affluence, can kid us that we are secure and safe. 
Life in the developing world could not be more different. Famine, a Tange of diseases, with malaria still a killer and AIDs 
rampant, mean that child mortality is still very high and life expectancy short. 

God, in his son, became part of this vulnerable world and experienced its endemic violence. He did this for us: that we 
might come to our senses, hear the music of the universe and move to its rhythm. But as a line in a lovely hymn puts it ‘All 
made strange and none the longed for Christ would know’. We are indeed strange and estranged from the ground of our 
being and the goal of our longing. But that exposure to vulnerability began at Bethlehem. It involved a divine emptying, a 
breathtaking humility (Philippians 2, 6-8). He did not force us but came amongst us in hidden-ness and lowliness to win us 
to himself. So this Christmas let the bells ring in our hearts and minds as well as in church steeples to celebrate the joy of a 
joyous God who goes all the way to get us and greet us. 

May this indeed be a joyous Christmas for all God’s children, especially those wracked by 
pain or sadness. 




Bampton welcomes children to take Holy Communion 



AS the issue of Children 
taking Holy Communion is 
once more being debated at 
General Synod one local 
church has voted with its feet. 

Junior Church leaders at St 
Mary's in Bampton expected 
five or six children to be inter- 
ested when the PCC voted to 
welcome unconfirmed young- 
sters for communion. In fact 
a total of 15 (aged 8 and 9) 
recently celebrated their first 
Holy Communion after a spe- 
cial programme preparing 
them for their new commit- 
ment to Christ. 

The Revd David Lloyd told 
The DOOR that approval has 
been a gradual process in the 
parish: ‘Lots of young families 
including some who had 
enjoyed taking communion 
together at other churches 
have asked why not here? 

‘Most people now accept 
that the children going for- 
ward for Holy Communion 
are regular members of Junior 
Church and should be allowed 
to cement their relationship 
with God when they feel 
ready.’ 



Special Junior Church ses- 
sions looked at communion, 
baptism, prayer and what it 
means to be a Christian. 

'There was lots of discus- 
sion,' says David: 'The chil- 
dren were very receptive and 
enthusiastic and took the 
course very seriously. 

‘Choosing to make this 
commitment made them look 
at what is important in their 
lives and what their priorities 
are.' 

The St Mary’s course was 
based on guidelines from the 
Diocese of Oxford. Diocesan 
Children's Adviser Jenny 
Hyson says: 'Children and 
communion is a hot issue all 
over the diocese. I’ve had a 
number of calls from parishes 
wanting to discuss it.' 

‘The Bishops of our diocese 
are theologically supportive 
of the concept but it is a topic 
that provokes strong views on 
both sides. Our guidelines 
aim to promote open discus- 
sion, not provide a fait 
accompli.' 

General Synod debate is 
now moving towards national 
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After their First Holy Communion; the children with the Revd 
David Lloyd (centre, back row) and Tessa Kuin Lawton (back left) 



guidelines being replaced by 
regulations next year. 

Back at Bampton, Tessa 
Kuin Lawton recalls the first 
Holy Communion service at 
St Mary's: 'In the celebratory 
chaos of cake and champagne 
that was the aftermath... a 
few things stick in the mind: 
The elements being brought 
to David by Junior Church 
Leaders who are so loved by 
the children and a whisper 
going round that “that's our 
bread and wine in there”. 

'Kneeling next to my 
daughter as she shared the 



food that Jesus has offered us 
all for more than 2000 years. 
And seeing them all lined 
up... holding their candles 
and promising to be 'lights 
that shine in the world. 

‘If the extraordinary, ener- 
getic presence of so many chil- 
dren in the church is an indi- 
cation of what the church can 
be, then we really do have a 
Gospel to proclaim.' 

For a copy of the diocesan 
guidelines 'We Welcome You' 
(£2.50) telephone Jenny Hyson 
on 01865 208255 or email 
jenny.hyson@oxford.anglican.org 
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Keep pressure on for fair trade 

The international community is in its strongest position yet to devel- 
op fair trade across the globe, says the head of Oxfam's MakeTrade 
Fair campaign. 

But, says Pushpanath, people need to keep the pressure on their 
governments: 'I work across the world and I've seen more than 
nine million people in less than three years mobilise to support 
efforts: to make trade fair. More than ever before,' he says; 

'But unless the rich countries around the table at the World 
Trade Organisation meeting in Hong Kong this month revise their 
offers the chances of a global trade deal to benefit poor countries 
are seriously off-track.' 

Oxfam believes claims of big cuts in subsidies are seriously over- 
stated by the EU and US and that, under current proposals, very 
little will change in reality and developing countries will continue 
to be harmed by unfair competition. 

Pushpanath urges: 'What is important is that we do not lose 
hope. Trade has such a power. If we increase international trade by 
one per cent - and this increase is not characterised by rigged 
rules or double standards - it has the power to generate enough 
income to lift 128 million people out of poverty. We need to keep 
the pressure on/ 

He adds: 'Church communities have a part.to play. Faith can 
move mountains. Congregations can sign the Make Trade Fair 
petition which is part of the trade justice movement, or 'Vote for 
Trade Justice' by contacting Christian Aid on (Ox) 246818 or 
Tearfund on (01235) 550467 to receive vote cards. Campaigners 

hope to have one million signatures by the end of the year. 

1 1 

Eight Honoured for Contributions to Church 

The Bishop of Oxford has appointed four new honorary canons of 
Christ Church Cathedral: the Revd Canon Dr Judith Maltby 
(Chaplain and Fellow of Corpus Christi College and Associate 
Priest of the University Church of St Mary the Virgin, Oxford), the 
Revd Ian Pusey (Priest-in-Charge of the LAMP Group of 
Churches in Buckinghamshire and Area Dean of Newport), the 
Revd John Salter (Vicar of SS Peter and Paul, Wantage and Area 
Dean of Wantage) and the Revd Stephen Weston (Team Rector 
and Area Dean of Chipping Norton). 

The Bishop, the Rt Revd Richard Harries, has also appointed Mr 
Hugo Brunner, Mrs Maureen Beadsley, Mrs Beverley Ruddock and 
Mr David Wright to the Order of St Frideswide. This is an hon- 
orary order for laypeople who have given outstanding service to 
the diocese. 



Mental health on Diocesan Synod Agenda 

Climate change, inter-faith concerns and support for those with 
mental health problems were under discussion at the Oxford 
Diocesan Synod meeting as The Door went to press. 



Sight impaired people can now get a free audio version of The 
DOOR by contacting Graham Winterbourne on 01884 840285. 




St. Luke's is an independent acute surgical 
hospital providing free consultation and 
treatment for Anglican clergy and their 
families at home and from abroad. 

St. Luke's costs £4,500 per day to run and 
we urgently need your donations to 
continue to provide these services for free. 

St, Luke s 

HOSPITAL FOR TH£ CLERGY ' 

Tel: 020 7388 4954 Fax: 020 7383 4812 
St Luke's Hospital tor the Clergy, 

14 Fitzroy Square, London WIT 6 AH 
email: stluke@stlukeshosp4al.org. uk 
www.stlukeshGspitaiorg.uk 
Registered Charity No. 209236 
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Homeless this Christmas 



The countdown to Christmas is in full flow. The streets are frantic with people shopping in anticipation 
of time spent with family and friends - a time of plenty and of peace and goodwill ...for most of us. 

It's also a time when those on the margins of society feel even more alone, forgotten and desperate 
than ever. As the homeless in our Diocese prepare for a cold Christmas on the streets The DOOR 
looks at two initiatives to raise awareness of their plight and help them build new relationships with 
the world they have lost, and hears from Oxford's Chaplain to the Homeless. 



AS you snuggled down in 
your bed during the recent 
freezing cold snap at the end 
of November did you spare a 
thought for the anonymous 
figures huddling under news- 
papers for warmth in shop 
doorways around the diocese? 
Oxford alone has the third 
largest homeless population 
in Britain. 

On 29 November the reali- 
ties of a night left out in the 
cold were all too obvious for 
some when they took part in 
the Oxford Sleep-Out. 
Launched in 1996 this aware- 
ness and fundraising event 
challenges people to spend a 
less than cosy night in St 
Clement’s Churchyard. 
Instructions remind partici- 
pants to bring warm clothes, 
sleeping bags and/or blankets. 
And there’s no getting out of 



it if it’s a wet night - water- 
proofs should be brought too. 

Of course it’s not quite the 
real hardship of ‘rough sleep- 
ing’... There are loos and hot 
drinks available in the church- 
yard through the night. But 
it’s closer than most of us 
would ever hope to come to 
homelessness. 

Each year the number 
of sleep-outs around 
the diocese increases 
as people realise the 
scale of the homeless- 
ness problem right on 
their doorstep 

Sleepers collect sponsorship 
for their challenge. Since 
1996 more than £190,000 has 
been raised in support of 
agencies such as the Night 



Shelter and others that togeth- 
er form a support net for the 
homeless of the city whose 
lives, for whatever reason, 
have crumbled. 

Each year the number of 
sleep-outs around the diocese 
increases as people realise the 
scale of the homelessness 
problem right on their 
doorstep. 

In Dorchester-on-Thames 
youngsters settled down for a 
night in the Abbey grounds. 
In Fringford, part of the 
Shelswell Benefice, members 
of the church’s Hakuna 
Matata youth group organ- 
ised a different sort of ‘night 
out’ (see right) followed by a 
talk on homelessness by 
Andrew Smith of The Oxford 
Gatehouse. 

The Gatehouse, in St 
Michael’s Street, is the result 



of a combined initiative by 
churches of all denominations 
and others concerned with the 
plight of the homeless in the 
city. It offers a warm, secure 
drop-in centre for the hours 
between the day centres clos- 
ing and the night shelters 
opening their doors. 

Andrew told The DOOR: 
‘Even though the main Sleep- 
Out has taken place people 
can still make a difference this 
year by donating £15 in 
recognition of the privilege of 
sleeping in their own beds. 
See the website www.oxford- 
sleepout@moonfruit.com or 
send a cheque payable to The 
Oxford Night Shelter Sleep- 
Out Account to The Sleep-out 
Co-ordinator, The Gatehouse, 
18 St Michael’s Street, 
Oxford, 0X1 2DU. 




Members of Hakuna Matata prepare for their Sleep-Out 

Night-out was just so cold! 

‘The thing I most remember about the night we slept out was 
the cold,’ says 15 -year-old Abigail Whatmore of Hakuna 
Matata’s sleep-out: 

‘ It was so cold, even though I was wearing five tops and three 
pairs of socks. 

‘We went into the village hall then stuck our boxes together 
wifh duct tape. Mine and Jess’ was a masterpiece until we tried 
to get it through the door. We squashed it through, put it out- 
side then had a prayer session. 

‘When we went back outside, lo and behold our box had col- 
lapsed in on itself. Anyway we fixed it then went to sleep. In the 
morning my Dad cooked breakfast for us.’ 

Youth Group organiser Penny Wood said: ‘It really gave the 
children a taste of deprivation. We did say they could sleep in the 
village hall if it was really cold but they were very keen to tough 
it out.’ 

The group raised more than £200 for homeless charities. 



This is how far we went today God 



SINCE July this year Sister 
Anne of Begbroke Priory has 
been getting to know a whole 
new community in Oxford - 
as chaplain to the city’s home- 
less. Linking in with local 
projects that are working to 
ease the hardships of lives that 
have reached rock bottom she 
has offered spiritual and pas- 
toral comfort and support 
both to those on the streets 
and the volunteers who help 
them. 

Christmas, she confirms, is 
the worst of times for many 
homeless people, bringing 
back the pain of the break- 
down of their normal life that 
brought them to their present 
state. 

‘People become* homeless 
for a variety of reasons,’ she 
explains; ‘Some leave home to 
escape abuse or neglect. 
Others slip quietly through 
the net of social support. 
Many, many people I have 
spoken to have suffered a 



gradual downward spiral 
through family breakdown, 
loss of home and then job. It 
becomes a vicious circle. 
Many are also estranged from 
parents or their own children 
and the emphasis on family at 
Christmas only highlights 
their loss.’ 

Reaction to a nun in their 
midst has been mainly posi- 
tive among those she has met, 
Sister Anne feels. She is there 
for all denominations and 
faiths and says people have 
been receptive, crossing the 
street to greet her and pass the 
time of day as well as confid- 
ing their fears and problems. 

‘I’m there very much for 
them in the moment. The 
transient nature of their lives 
and the alcohol and substance 
abuse to which many turn to 
dull the pain of their situation 
means you can’t 

look further than the day. 
I’ve had to learn to say; 

This is how far we went 




Youth group toughs it out 



today God and anything else 
is up to you. Perhaps some- 
times a seed will germinate.” 
‘In a way it is giving in the 
purest sense because you try 
to be there for someone not 
knowing if you will ever see 
them again, or if they will 
remember a word you have 
said, and absolutely not 
expecting anything in return.’ 

Sister Anne is the Revd Mother 
Superior of the Community of 
St John Baptist at The Priory 
in Begbroke > near Kidlington. 
She was appointed Oxford's 
Chaplain to the Homeless by 
Bishop Richard earlier this 
year. 



Building relationships from Christmas parcels 



IN READING the FAITH 
(Feed All In Thy Hand) 
Christian Group hopes to 
launch a new initiative based 
on the success of its yearly 
Christmas delivery of food 
and toy parcels. 

Says Chris Milton: ‘Since we 
began our Tins and Things 
collection to make up parcels 
of food, toys and other basics 
for churches in Reading to 
deliver to homeless and needy 
families in their parishes we 
have had lots of requests from 
churches further afield in 
towns such as Slough and 
Bracknell wanting to be 



involved. 

‘As well as empowering 
their outreach we’d like to go 
a step further this year and 
through Christmas parcel 
deliveries forge lasting bonds 
between the underprivileged 
and the wider community. 

‘This Christmas contact is 
such an opportunity to make 
people feel included and val- 
ued again.’ 

Chris says: ‘Something like 
a film or a panto would be a 
possibility. At the end of the 
day it’s all about extending 
the Kingdom of God. We’d 
like to see lots of people build- 



ing lots of relationships.’ 

In the meantime: ‘Reading’s 
excellent transport finks mean 
the homeless population is 
even more transient here than 
usual so we may only see 
someone once.’ Chris 
explains; ‘But through our 
services, FAITH volunteers 
and staff aim to be a strong 
witness both to Christians 
and non-Christians and offer 
the basis for a relationship to 
those who are isolated, lonely 
and excluded.’ 

To join in the Tins and 
Things collection call FAITH 
on 0118 950 9693. 





The Heart of England CHE gets you this close 








The Heart of England Christian Resources Exhibition 

puts you face to face with all that equips, enables and empowers. 

Stoneieigh Park, near Coventry. 

8th- 10th February 2006. 

Book In advance. Save between 20% 6 40% 
at www.creonllne.co.uk 
or call 01844 271 478 for brochures. 






Christian Resources 
Exhibitions 
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Book now to ‘Walk with a Child’ 



BOOK early for an exciting 
day of seminars and work- 
shops focussing on work with 
children - and you can even 
bring your children along to 
join in the fun. 

‘To Walk with a Child’, on 
Saturday 1 1 March, 2006, is a 
day organised for children’s 
workers, clergy, ministry 
teams, PCC members, school 
governors, teachers, parents 
arid accompanied children 
organised by the Diocese of 
Oxford. 




Delegates have a choice of 
three seminars on Children in 
the Church, Children in 
Worship and Developing 
Church and School Links. 
And while the adults are busy 
children are assured of a great 
time at a ‘Cool’n’crazy’ Praise 
party led by John Hardwick. 

Later on a range of work- 
shops and interactive displays 
designed for adults and chil- 
dren will be available, along 
with a market-place offering a 
variety of resources. It all 

Centenary visit 
for Peggy from 
Bishop Colin 

AS part of the celebrations for 
Peggy Wootten’s 100th birth- 
day, at Rush Court near 
Wallingford, The Bishop of 
Dorchester, the Rt Revd. 
Colin Fletcher dropped in to 
congratulate her on behalf of 
the whole diocese, and espe- 
cially her fellow worshippers 
at Dorchester Abbey where 
she still regularly attends serv- 
ices. 



promises to be a fun and 
informative way of ‘Walking 
With’ your children through 
their spiritual needs. 

The event takes place at 
Marlborough School, 

Woodstock, Oxon from 
9.30am to 4pm. 

Registration forms were 
included in the recent 
Diocesan Mailing. You can 
also download them from the 
Diocesan web site: or call 
Valerie Hooley on 01865 
208257. 



Oh Baby! 

Warm congratulations to The 
DOOR'S regular editor 
Rebecca Paveley, husband 
Richard and son Noah on the 
birth of Ned. 

Congratulations also to the 
Revd Emma Coley and her 
family on the birth of their 
daughter El lie. Emma is a 
curate in Wendover and 
Halton and readers will 
remember her popular 'Diary 
of a Curate' column that 
featured in The DOOR for 
many months. 



Riddle of the Month 

It’s greater than God, more evil than the devil. 

The poor have it, the rich need it 
and if you eat it you will die. 

Answers on a postcard please to: 

Riddles, The Door, 20-26 Brunswick Place, London N1 6DZ 
Alternatively, please email us at: 
competition@churchnewspaper.com 



ACE DENTURE CENTRE 



The Christian Holiday People 
100 - not out! 

In 2006, .Christian Endeavour Holiday 
Centres Ltd will celebrate its 100th birthday 
- quite an achievement these days! Today 
the organisation is known more generally as 
The Christian Holiday People. 

There are five centres, each set in beautiful 
surroundings, catering for families, 
individuals, Church groups, Alpha groups, 
conferences and school parties. Each 
centre has shared devotions to which 
guests are warmly invited. The richness of 
these times emanates from the guests of 
different denominations enjoying fellowship 
together. This has been a feature of the 
Holiday Homes, now called Centres, 
throughout the last 100 years. 

The Christian Holiday People would like 
to acknowledge the support received from 
both British and overseas guests. If you 
would like to find out more about holidays 
or coach tours, please write to Bill 
Armstrong, 10 Bradfield Avenue, London 
L103JJ, or visit www.christiaiihoKdays.co.uk 



DEDICATED TO THE CARE OF 
DENTURE WEARERS 

Established 1984 

We make dentures look like real natural teeth at 
affordable prices on the premises 

• FREE CONSULTATION 

• Sunken features can be supported 
to return to your natural 
appearance 

• Economy dentures for senior citizens 

• Delicate chrome plates 

• Comfortable soft linings 

• Evening appointments 

• For the ultimate life-like dentures 
enquire about our IVOCLAR 
DENTURE SYSTEM 

• Quality Porcelain Teeth 
Available 

• Phone for a free information pack 

IBMiS IEMIIEI WHILE TM Will 

We are not Dental Surgeons 



ALL OUR DENTURISTS ARE QUALIFIED BY 
THE GEORGE BROWN COLLEGE OF 
DENTURISM, ONTARIO, CANADA 

01494 520515 

174 DESBOROUGH ROAD, HIGH WYCOMBE, 
PUBLIC CAR PARK AT REAR 






Still playing after all these years 



Wroxton School Children Save for a Cow 



CHILDREN from Wroxton 
Church of England Primary 
School have been working 
tirelessly to raise money for 
world appeals. 

The children chose to 
donate the money from their 
harvest service this year to the 
victims of the earthquake in 
Pakistan. Not content with 
this, money has been pouring 
in from pocket money, jobs, 
and school-based events to 
help swell the coffers for the 
Send a Cow Appeal. And they 



have still found time to fill 
forty shoeboxes with 
Christmas gifts for the 
Samaritan’s purse Christmas 
appeal. 

The Revd Sue Newby, 
Wroxton ’s headteacher, said: 
‘We encourage the children to 
think about others frequently 
as part of our ongoing citizen- 
ship programme. 

‘We try to make them into 
the kind of adults who won’t 
turn their back when they see 
need.’ 



Songs for Asja 

St Aldates parishioner Mark 
Powys-Smith has released a 
CD to help fund a Bosnian 
student's studies at an Oxford 
university. 

Mark, who took lessons 
from a professional singer , 
says: 'Asja and her family fled 
Srebrenica on the last com- 
mercial bus before Serb occu- 
pation. They lost their home 
and jobs and had to start life 
from scratch in Tuzla. 

Asja now has a place to 
study International Relations 
and History at Oxford 
Brookes. Mark says: 'She 
believes God opened the door 
for her and after her studies 
hopes to return to Bosnia to 
help the work of reconciliation 
and reconstruction.’ 

Sales of Mark's CD, titled 
'Hope Rising' and including an 
eclectic mix of songs, will go 
towards a trust fund to sup- 
port Asja's studies. 

Priced £10, the CD is avail- 
able from Evenlode Books, 
Charlbury, or email Mark at 
markpowys_sm ith@hotmail. 
com 

Ringing the changes 
quietly at Abingdon 

A £3,000 grant towards its 
bell replacement project, by 
Lottery distributor Awards 
For All, will allow St Helen's 
Church in Abingdon to install 
sound control that will help 
reduce noise disturbance to 
neighbours during practice 
and training. 

Work will begin in January. 

Grateful thanks to 
faithful distributor 

It was with great sadness that 
The DOOR learnt this month 
of the death of Peter Toynbee. 

Peter had been the Deanery 
Distributor for the Aylesbury 
Deanery since The DOOR 
began, and faithfully delivered 
the newspaper to people every 
month over many years. 

We are so grateful to him 
for his dedication and our 
thoughts and prayers are with 
his family at this time. A serv- 
ice of Thanksgiving will be held 
on Friday 9 December at noon 
at All Saints, Brill. 




WHEN Hilda Wallington’s 
parents decided they couldn’t 
afford to send her to second- 
ary school (age 10) and • 
bought her a piano instead, 
they couldn’t have guessed 
that she would be delighting 
congregations with her music 
83 years later. 

Hilda (93) plays the organ 
regularly at St Mary’s Church, 
Ludgershall, and until recent- 
ly also managed to play regu- 
larly at services in her child- 
hood home of nearby 
Piddington. 

Hilda told The DOOR she 
first learned the organ as a 
teenager when the then vicar 
of Piddington took an interest 
in her keyboard skills: ‘We 
lived next door to the church 
and when the vicar came to 
open up he would blow a 
whistle to let me know and I’d 
hop over the fence to have a 
practise on the organ. 



Gradually I.started to play at 
the Sunday services’ 

When she married in 1937 
Hilda moved to Ludgershall 
and was soon asked to play at 
St Mary’s. She has been a 
familiar figure at the organ 
there ever since. 

Hilda says: ‘I shall carry on 
playing for as long as I can. 
My eyesight isn’t what it was 
but the people at St Mary’s 
are lovely and they have been 
getting the music enlarged for 
me as well as providing a spe- 
cial lamp.’ 

Playing hymns makes her 
feel close to God, says Hilda 
and her favourites are ‘For all 
our Saints’ and The Day Thou 
Gavest’. 

Fellow church member Ron 
Mole who alerted The DOOR 
to Hilda’s long service says; 
‘She is a wonderful lady and 
we all appreciate her talents 
and commitment.’ 






Eco-column 

Jesus tells us that the second most important 
commandment is “love your neighbour as 
yourself”. And who, asked a Smart Alec ques- 
tioner, is my neighbour? Jesus’ reply was the 
parable of the Good Samaritan. Your neigh- 
bour is the last person you might imagine: 
your neighbour might even be your enemy. 

When an engineer describes two compo- 
nents in a machine as “neighbours”, he means 
that they affect one another. So the pistons in 
your car engine are neighbours to the wheels, 
even if they are at opposite ends of the vehi- 
cle. 



One of the great discoveries of modern sci- 
ence is that all the world is inter-connected. 
The tropical forests provide the oxygen need- 
ed by the polar bear. The distant oceans mod- 
erate the climate of the continents. Europe’s 
over-use of fossil fuels means that Bangladesh 
is subject to higher risks of flooding, perhaps 
that hurricanes in the Gulf of Mexico become 
stronger and more frequent. 

Indeed, all the world, every person, every 
beast and every tree, is now my neighbour, 
and Jesus calls upon me to love my neighbour 
as myself. That is going to mean going to 
some trouble for all these neighbours, just as 
the Samaritan put himself out for the Jewish 
man journeying to Jericho. 

Ian N. James is Diocesan Environment 
Advisor 
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God in the Life of. . . 



'Being there' is what matters 

Founded in 1865 by William and Catherine Booth, the Salvation Army has never been afraid 
to reach into people's daily lives to demonstrate God's love. Husband and wife Salvationists, 
Majors Sandra and Tony Frost, from the High Wycombe Corps, tell Sally Jarman how this 
approach continues to win souls today. 



MEETING Sandra and Tony I 
confess a comfortable famil- 
iarity when I think of the 
Salvation Army (SA). One of 
my earliest Christmas memo- 
ries was the sound of a SA 
band playing carols in the 
street outside my house, and 
I've noted the work of famous 
fictional Salvationists in the 
1950s musical Guys and Dolls 
and even in television soap 
Neighbours. 

They smile - I’m not unusu- 
al. In fact it fits well with the 
ethos of this International 
Church and social welfare 
movement. The SA aims to be 
'Your Church in Your 
Community’ and states its 
motivation as the love of God 
shown through a practical, 
caring concern for people, 
regardless of race, colour, 
creed, gender or age. A 
Christian church for anybody. 

'We believe we should be 
wherever people might need 
us and be there for them,' says 
Tony. 'That in itself communi- 
cates the Christian Gospel to 
a secular world.' 

‘Being there’ could be pro- 
viding tea and comfort to the 
injured after the London 
bombings earlier this year 
(The SA were one of the few 
bodies allowed into the imme- 
diate rescue area), or sitting in 
the coffee room as we did on 
my visit, providing a friendly 
ear for anyone who cared to 
drop in. 

Tony says: 'We might not 
always have the answer but 
being accessible means people 
can turn to us when they feel 
they can’t turn elsewhere.’ 

He tells the story of an alco- 
holic woman last year about 
to start on a rehabilitation 
programme but fearful about 
aspects of her life she might 
be forced to face. Tony lis- 



tened and prayed for her: 

'A few months later she 
contacted me and said our 
meeting had been a turning 
point. After talking through 
her fears she felt strong 
enough to go through it. She 
was now dry and was also 
rediscovering her faith. 

'That’s my motivation for 
being here - when I see God 
working in people's lives and 
making a difference.' 

'I was in my middle 
teens when I felt God 
calling me to be a 
minister. I didn't 
want to listen. It 
doesn't sit easily with 
me. But every time 
I've thrown obstacles 
in the way, God has 
cleared them.' 

Sandra agrees. Although 
the SA has always been part 
of her life - her parents were 
Salvationists - she says her 
ideal place would be in the 
congregation: 'I was in my 
middle teens when I felt God 
calling me to be a minister. I 
didn't want to listen. It does- 
n't sit easily with me. But 
every time I've thrown obsta- 
cles in the way, God has 
cleared them.' 

He even provided support 
in the form of Tony who, after 
growing up in a Catholic fam- 
ily then losing touch with his 
faith, became a Salvationist 
after meeting Sandra on a 
blind date in Northampton: 
'It was the girl I wanted to get 
to know, not her beliefs. I 
knew she belonged to the SA 
but never thought of becom- 
ing part of it myself. God had 



his own ideas... After I 
became a Christian and a 
Salvationist He decided to 
take it one step further.' 

The couple heeded a calling 
to ministry while doubting 
their suitability, and were sur- 
prised to be accepted. 

It has been literally been a 
journey of faith ever since. 
Commissioned as officers in 
1984, they have worked in 
Tyne and Wear, Lancashire, 
Surrey and Scotland before 
arriving in High Wycombe 
about 18 months ago. 

Says Sandra, some prob- 
lems are universal today: 'The 
expectation that money and 
possessions will make us 
happy and fulfilled cause so 
much pressure. 

'People can feel isolated and 
alone when things go wrong, 
wondering who they can con- 
fide in.’ 

Enter the SA. As well as 
worship, Gospel meetings and 
Bible study, the High 
Wycombe Corp's hall in 
Frogmoor runs a children's 
club, an over-60’s club, lunch 
and a space to just meet, chat 
and find a listening ear. 

They are also collecting 
toys this Christmas for men at 
a local prison to give their vis- 
iting children as presents. 

'It's just a toy,' says Tony; 
'But it's more. It's keeping up 
the relationship of those men 
with their children and the 
belief of those children that 
Dad might not be there but he 
still loves them.’ 

The couple would like to 
increase the outreach of the 
Corps further, spreading the 
word to win souls: 'We want 
to welcome more people to 
meet here, build relationships 
and develop their belonging 
and ownership. And through 
that to disciple those who are 




Webspeak 



A monthly column explaining how to use the 
diocesan website www.oxford.anglican.org by 
Phil Hind \ the Diocesan Webmaster. 



Worth the BBC licence fee by 
itself is the BBC Radio Player 
that lets you listen again to 
almost any radio programme 
broadcast over the previous 
seven days. You can pick up 
'The Sunday Programme 7 , 'Act 
of Worship 7 and 'The Daily 
Service 7 (the world's longest 
running radio programme) at 
any time of the day or night, 
not to mention 'The Archers 7 . 
http://www.bbc.co.uk/radio/ 



A web drop-in morning will take 
place at Church House on 23rd 
January from 10am to 1pm. The 
morning will not be a training 
session by any means, but an 
opportunity for us all to make 
better use of resources such as 
the Diocesan website, parish 
websites and. "A Church Near 
You". It will also be an opportu- 
nity to discuss anything else you 
want to talk about regarding 
websites and the Internet. 



There is no charge but 
please drop us a line on 
(01865) 208225 if you would 
like to come or e-mail: web- 
master@oxford.anglican.org 
Bring your own sandwiches. 
WEBSPEAK: Host and 

Server: Not quite as holy as they 
sound. "Host" usually refers to 
the company that stores the 
pages of the website while the 
"Server" is the computer that 
sends the pages to the visitor's 
web browser. 



here and encourage their spir- 
itual journey. 

As we talk a volunteer 
shows us a community news- 
paper complete with advert 
proclaiming a visit to the local 
shopping centre: 'the best rea- 
son to get up on a Sunday 
morning'. 

'Another challenge on the 
Church's bid for people's time 
and priorities,’ says Tony; 
‘But we have to keep standing 
up and saying this is what we 
believe and it's an important 
truth to convey.' 

Sandra agrees: 'Whether it's 
standing in the shopping cen- 
tre with the band, or whatev- 
er else we do as Salvationists, 
if people see us trying to live 
the Gospel and see the 
changes it can make to peo- 
ple's lives around them then 
that motivates us to keep 
going.’ 




Majors Sandra and Tony Frost 



Photo Frank Blackwell 




TRAVEL INSURANCE 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

ANNUAL TRAVEL INSURANCE 

From only £89.95 per couple in Europe 
From only £129.95 per couple Worldwide 



m 


INSURANCE 


FT IU1 




2 Weeks Europe - 
From only £18,95 per person 

(Price Vary Depending On Age) 


mm 



have Top Quality Travel Insurance with 
higher than normal age limits 

We can now sell annual insurance for people up to 80 years of age. 
60% Less Than Most High Street Agents 
Regulated & Licenced by the F.SA. 

Call For Details 

0 0116 272 0500 £ 



FLORIDA 

Orlando 

4 bed, 3 bath, air- 
conditioned privately 
owned villa. Sleeps 8/10, 
own pool, minutes from 
Disney, Universal Studios. 
Full details / brochure 
Guy & Helen Hurreil 

Tel: 01865 326776 



MERGANSER CRUISES 

Come cruising with us on our 



MERGANSER in France in 2006. 

A REAL TREAT! Very relaxing, 
wonderful food and interesting 
conducted tours. Single travellers 
always welcome and no supplements. 
Special rates available for parties of 5 
or over. MERGANSER, DEPT CE, 31 
Wellington St, Hertford SG14 SAN. 
Tel: 01992 550616 
Email: ukwh@bargedirect.com 



DEVON 

farm mrtmm 

3 miles beautiful Neath Coast, 
2 miles Exmoor, steep 2-6. 

Healed indoor Pool. 
Games Barn. Peace and 
quiet in secluded 34 acres. 
Short breaks available 

Tel: 01271 882376 

www.fKifthcolemanorfarm.co. uk 



1906-2006 

Celebrating 100 years of Christian Holidays 

THE CHRISTIAN IS I 
HOLIDAY PEOPLE ^ 

For holidays and conferences 

CONWY (North Wales) 

RHOS ON SEA (Colwyn Bay) 

VENTN0R (Isle of Wight) 

SALTBURN (North Yorkshire Coast) 
OVERSTRAND (North Norfolk) 

Including Coach Holidays and Self Catering Bungalow 

For 2006 brochure: 

0151 526 2102 

www.christianholidays.co.uk 

Christian Endeavour Holiday Centres (A Registered Charity) 



SOMERSET 

HELWELL BAY 
WATCHET 
Caravans & chalets 
overlooking the sea. 

Half Price for Senior Citizens 

Tel: 01984 631781 

www.helwellbay.co.uk 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed Villa (all en-suite) 
Sleeps 6/8, near Carvoeiro. 
Own pool, all mod cons. 
Situated on Pestana Golf Resort 
Golf, Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265683 



Holiday Villa to Rent in 

BARBADOS 

This spacious Villa is 
situated in St Michael, 
and features three 
bedrooms two bathrooms. 
Just 20 minutes walk to 
the nearest beach. 

Tel 01908 607639 



BULGARIA 

2 bed apartment, overlooking 
pool, In southern black sea 
resort of Sunny Beach, 20 miles 
from Bourgas airport Sleeps up 
to 6. Fully equipped. 5/10 min 
walk to blue flag beach and 
3km from world heritage village 
of Nessebar. All services and 
restaurants on doorstep. 
Season starts May 2006 
TEL 01280 848393 



BARBADOS 

ST. JAMES 

Luxury Beach Front 
cottages, villas, studio. 

020 8232 8128 

Web: www.barbados 
privatevillas.com 










The important things in life 



Just a few days ago, 
as pictures were once 
again flashing across 
my television screen 
of the aftermath of 
the recent earth- 
quake in Pakistan, 
my eyes alighted on a 
leaflet which had 
fallen through my 
letterbox and which I had put 
on one side. On the front there 
is a picture of a young long- 
haired blond model, head back, 
clad in a fur-collared jacket and 
silk skirt. 'Change your image,' 
the caption reads. 'For the 
important things of life: the 
centre MK.' 

Publicity of this nature can 
be seductive, and, to one degree 
or another we can all be taken 
in by it. We are easily enticed by 
the idea that in order to change 
our lives all we need do is buy a 
new set of clothes or trade the 
old car in for another. The con- 
sumer mentality purports to be 
an easy solution to our prob- 
lems: it demands no self-scruti- 
ny, no confrontation of the fun- 
damental realities of our lives it 
simply demands that we shell 
out more cash. But because it is 
essentially a superficial solu- 
tion, we remain only superfi- 
cially affected by it, even if the 
debts of money we owe can 
become anything but superfi- 
cial. If all we seek to do is 
change our image, at core we 
shall be left ultimately dissatis- 
fied and unchanged. 

There was an elderly man I 
used to visit. Now in his eight- 



ies, he had 
worked all his life 
down the mines 
and was suffering 
from a terminal 
lung disease 
which left him 
constantly 
breathless. He 
lived in a simple 
cottage with just a few sticks of 
old furniture around him. 
'Every morning when I wake 
up,' he would say to me; 'I give 
thanks to God for the new day. 
And I come downstairs and 
make a cup of tea and sit in my 
chair, and I give thanks to God 
for my nice warm fire.' Such 
God-given contentment always 
both inspired and shamed me. I 
had no doubt that he could 
teach me something of what ‘the 
important things of life' really 
are. 

The Gospel challenges us to 
look at the messages around us 
with Christian eyes. We pro- 
claim that the centre of our life 
is not a shopping mall, but 
Jesus Christ; that what brings 
glory to God is not a stockpile 
of glittering new things, but 
human beings fully alive; that 
renewal is not a commodity to 
be purchased, but a grace 
freely offered to us in Christ. 
God sees through our appear- 
ances - no matter how beautiful 
they may be - to the realities 
beneath, and longs to meet us 
in the deepest and even darkest 
comers of our hearts. It is there 
that God's transformation of us 
truly begins. 




Clergy News 



Revd Fane Conant, Priest in 
Charge, Seer Green and Jordans, is 
to retire; Revd Tim Clapton, 

Ecumenical Chaplain, Milton 
Keynes General N HS Trust, is to be 
Milton Keynes Development 
Chaplain; Revd Canon Tim 
Higgins, Team Rector, Aylesbury 
with Bierton and Hulcott Team 
Ministry, is to be Priest in Charge, 
St Stephens and Residentiary 
Canon of Bristol Cathedral, 
Bristol Diocese; Revd Dr Rodney 
Holder, Priest in Charge, The 
Claydons, is to be Course Director 
of the Faraday Institute for 
Science and Religion; Revd 
Professor Anthony Kemp, 
Honorary Assistant Priest at AH 
Saints Wokingham, Sonning 
Deanery, is to be NSM Assistant 



Priest, St Paul's Wokingham; 
Revd Malcom Macnaughton, 
Rector, Hambledon Valley Group 
Ministry, is to be also Area Dean, 
Wycombe Deanery; Revd Dr 
David Miell, Team Rector, Upton- 
cum-Chalvey and Area Dean of 
Burnham and Slough, has 
resigned; Revd Cathy Pynn, 
Chaplain, Bradfield College, and 
Associate Priest, Aldermaston 
with Wasing and Brimpton, 
Woolhampton with Midgham and 
Beenham Valence, is to be House 
for Duty Priest, Kintbury with 
Avington, and West Woodhay with 
Enborne, Hamstead Marshall, 
Inkpen and Combe; Revd David 
Young, is given Permission to 
Officiate in the Oxford Diocese. 



Halloween alternatives; Saturday morning TV; mental health; 
lowering fat intake; saying the Psalms; Christians at war 



Trick or treat? 

I THOUGHT it might be of 
interest to readers to hear 
how our church responded 
this year to the practice of 
“trick or treat”. 

In the past, church mem- 
bers have kept all the lights 
off in the front of their hous- 
es, hoping that no-one would 
call, which sounded a little 
like the apostles pre- 
Pentecost. 

So this year, I produced a 
small hand-out which they 
could give to any children 
who called. In the hand-out, 
we didn't condemn “trick or 
treating” at all. We simply 
thanked the child for calling 
and told them about street 
children in Brazil, on whom 
it appeared that life had 
already played some nasty 
tricks but with a little care 
and support could be helped 
back on their feet. The hand- 
out explained that we want- 
ed to give a treat to those 
street children - for every 
child who called, the church 
member committed to send a 
sum of money to Missao Ver 
(a charity which works with 
the street children). 

On the night of 31st 
October, some church mem- 
bers found that callers gave 
them money to send to the 
charity and the following 
morning parents told our 
church members how 
touched they were by the 
hand-out and asked how 
they could send money to 
help the children in Brazil. 

As yet I don't know how 
much we have raised but 
already it seems that it has 
encouraged our church mem- 
bers to be more confident 
about their faith and opened 
the eyes of some people in 
the community to the needs 
of others. 

Capt Hugh Boorman CA 

Minister of the Ladygrove 
Church, Didcot 



Children’s TV 
SATURDAY morning CBBC; 
the children's programme 
that seems to go on for ever! 
As a Grandma I was delight- 
ed to suddenly be watching a 



family Baptism; a baby is 
baptised and his sister 
receives a candle. To my 
amazement it was repeated. 
My grandson was still glued 
to the screen for the second 
showing. Then on came Bob 
the Builder. This clip, being 
interwoven with children's 
programmes gave me a 
moment of such hope for the 
future in the teaching of the 
Church at such prime time 
viewing for children. 

Mrs Janet Glew 
Thornborough, Buckingham 



Life abundant not 
mental illness 
WHAT a sad verdict on the 
Church's approach to 
Mental Health (Making a 
spiritual journey to mental 
health - October Door). The 
writer commented that she 
didn't go to church seeking a 
psychiatrist. Paul writes that 
it is powers and principali- 
ties that we fight, not flesh 
and blood. Psychiatry deals 
with flesh and blood, which* 
although having a palliative, 
band-aid effect in some 
cases, cannot deliver the free- 
dom that only Jesus Christ 
can bring. It is so lamenta- 
ble that the Church of 
England, along with perhaps 
the other big established 
denominations, ceased by 
decree to practice healing in 
the 4th century, when the 
healing power of our Lord 
was consigned to the bin. 

Jesus came that we should 
have life and life abundant, 
not mental illness. I took 
anti-depressants for years, 
went to various 'fallen' (and 
in many cases equally con- 
fused and depressed) doc- 
tors, and yet received com- 
plete deliverance from the 
scourge of depression at the 
hands of a Pastor in New 
Zealand. I have never suf- 
fered long-term depression 
since, praise God! 

The word 'miracle' is 
'power' in Greek. We in the 
C of E need to rekindle our 
expectations that God wants 
to perform miracles daily - 
'You don't get because you 
don't ask'. The miracle of 



; healing, physical and mental, 

| is at the core of mission. 

; People, saved and unsaved 
| respond in droves to miracles 
| - the palpable work of God 
| in the world. Without these 
| miracles, we stumble rather 
| and just expect psychiatry to 
| do the job. Defragmentation 
| of core purpose, resulting in 
| being sidelined, ridiculed and 
I decline. 

| Mark Wiseman 
| By Email 

Low-fat recipes 
I HAVE my own recipe for 
spaghetti bolognese, which is 
good, however I thought I 
would follow your one (Super 
Special Spaghetti Bolognese, 
October DOOR). I did - it 
was easy, and we enjoyed it 
very much. However I usually 
adapt recipes to lower fat 
content. 

I would suggest dry frying 
the minced steak (using 5% 
fat minced steak, not the 10- 
20% fat variety) to begin 
with and draining off any fat 
(instead of frying with butter 
and oil). Then add a spoon- 
ful of olive oil, then the onion 
and garlic until slightly 
browned. Continue with the 
recipe as described. 

Many thanks to Ann Way 
for the recipe, it was very 
good. 

Ms H Glew 
Windsor, Berks 



Saying the Psalms 

MRS Houlton (Letters 
October) might well have 
come across this method of 
saying the Psalms in an 
Anglo-Catholic church. It 
mirrors the ancient monastic 
practice of singing Psalms 
antiphonally to Plainsong. 

A cantor would have start- 
ed the Plainsong to indicate 
the tone to be used, and then 
alternate sides of the Choir or 
congregation would have 
picked up the tone and sung 
alternate verses. Each verse 
would have the gap (of sever- 
al seconds) described by Mrs 
Houlton at the halfway point; 
the following verse would 
then be started by the oppo- 
site side immediately that the 



previous one finished. 

It can be baffling to new- 
comers, but can be beautiful 
and inspiring if done well, > 
allowing for moments of con- 
templation as the Psalm pro- 
ceeds. 

Clive Chaney 

All Saints Wokingham 



Christians at war 
I QUITE understand Katrina’s 
problem about a Christian 
soldier having to kill some 
one (November DOOR), but 
this has to be done when 
there is no alternative. 

I was born the son of a 
priest and I started serving 
our Church at the age of ^ 
eight years. 

I gave my youth for about 
six years in the Royal 
Artillery, fighting for the free- 
dom of Europe. In the 1930s 
and 1940s the Germans had 
invaded other European 
countries, destroying their 
towns and killing their popu- 
lations. The only way to stop 
this, was to go to war. If this 
meant killing, so be it. 

Our regimental padre 
would come to our gun posi- 
tion and ask if he could take 
a communion service. If oui 
major said yes, we would 
build an altar of ammunition 
boxes and he would lay a 
white sheet on the boxes and 
begin the service. Some times 
shelling would start and we 
would rush to our slit trench- 
es. 

Killing people is dreadful 
but sometimes it is the lesser 
evil. 

Richard M. A. Lawson 

Maidenhead, Berks 

Christmas Ttirkeys 
ANNE Hartley's feature on 
harvest (October DOOR) was 
really good to read until it 
came to the sentence x At 
Christmas, everyone gets 
involved in the turkeys'. How 
sad it is that the Christmas 
season of peace and goodwill is 
celebrated for many by the 
slaughter of innocent birds, 
especially when there are now 
so many non-animal foods 
available today. 

June Whitehouse 
Headington, Oxford 




Acorn Woodturning Ltd 



Altar candlesticks, collection plates, Grave marker crosses, all hand turned with attention to detail for a gift to your 

church or to commemorate your loved ones. 

Other commissions undertaken (Newel posts, Balusters, furniture parts, etc) 

01296 747517 

Email phil@acornwoodturning.co.uk www.acornwoodturning.co.uk 
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Teacher, consultant, 
comedian, writer: 
meet our new LLMs 

Seven people from across the diocese were licensed last month as lay minis- 
ters (LLMs) in the diocese of Oxford in a service led by the Bishop of Oxford. 
They are committed Christians who are not ordained but are licensed to 
serve as part of the Ministry team in their parish. Bringing individual skills 
to the job, they can be involved in a range of work from preaching sermons 
and leading services, to pastoral or children's work and leading study groups. 



Christine Orme 

Parish: St John and St 
Stephen, Reading 
My church family at St John 
and St Stephen have been 
wonderfully encouraging 
and supportive during my 
training and I look forward 
to serving among them. A 
teacher and writer, I love 
walking and reading and 
collecting glass paper- 
weights. I have been mar- 
ried for 21 years to Eddie 
who is currently an 
Ordinand on the Oxford 
Ministry Course. We have 
four daughters and two 
grandchildren. 

Wendy Reidel 

The LAMP Group in Milton 
Keynes 

I am married to Klaus, a 
freelance translator and we 
have two children, Peter 
(20) and Stephanie (18), 
who have both recently 



started university. As my 
children launch out into the 
world I too am looking for- 
ward to a new chapter in life 
as I serve as an LLM in the 
churches of the LAMP 
Group, developing a preach- 
ing. ministry alongside my 
pastoral care responsibili- 
ties. 

Sue Powditch 

Parish: St John the Baptist, 
Grove 

I have lived in Grove with 
my husband for many years, 
bringing up my children and 
worshipping in the Parish 
Church here. I work part- 
time as an Administrator 
and enjoy craftwork in any 
spare time! 

Barbara Prior 

Parish: St Andrew's, High 
Wycombe 

I have been a member of St 
Andrew's for 28 years. I am 



married to Ian and we have 
three children and six 
grandchildren. I am leading 
the Mission and 
Community Domain which 
involves overseas missions 
and finding new ways of 
communicating with the 
parish community. I also 
work part-time as an admin- 
istrator at the local 
University College in the 
social work department. I 
am looking forward enthu- 
siastically to serving God as 
an LLM at St Andrew's. 

Theresa Gray 

Parish: St Clement's Church, 
Oxford 

I have worshipped at St 
Clement's for many years 
and also have strong links 
with the LEP at Holy Family 
Church, Blackbird Leys. 
Having spent most of my 
childhood abroad (I was 
educated in Kenya) I came 
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to Oxford when I was 21. I 
am married with two chil- 
dren and two grandchildren. 
My husband and I are now 
both retired. 

Terry Winrow 

Parish: St George the Martyr, 
Wash Common, Newbury 
I am a self-employed man- 
agement consultant and 
have worshipped at St 
George's for 32 years, offer- 



ing youth and children's 
ministry with my wife 
Kathryn. I see my ministry 
as an LLM developing as a 
natural blend of preacher 
and part-time comedian! 

Margaret Hyde 

Parish: St Peter's with St 
Mark's, Furze Platt 
I come from St Peter's with 
St Mark's where my hus- 
band, Jeremy, is Curate. I 



am a counsellor at MPF 
Counselling in High 
Wycombe, as well as an 
elected councillor on the 
Royal Borough of Windsor 
and Maidenhead. 



If you are interested in train- 
ing as a Lay Reader contact 
Joanna Coney, Diocesan 
LLM adviser on 01865 556 
456 



Win a complete Christian TV 
Digital Satellite system 

Free installation - nothing to pay 



The Door is pleased to 
join up with INI 
television to give our 
readers the opportunity 
of winning a free 
satellite tv system that is 
specially set up to 



receive Christian 

television programmes. 
The TV top box comes 
complete with a dish for 
the outside of your 
home (almost identical 
to a Sky dish) and is 



installed free of charge, 
nationwide. 

Once the system is 
installed there are no 
rental costs to pay - it is 
yours free to keep. 



HOW TO ENTER (Photocopies of this entry form are acceptable) 

To enter this competition please answer the following questions 

1. On which Sky channel do INI broadcast Answer 

2. Name a children's programme appearing on INI Answer 



Please answer the following question in no more than 12 words 

"I would really look forward to having Christian television in my home because 



Name 

Address 
Postcode 
E mail 



Entries must be submitted to: 

The Door, 20-26 Brunswick Place, London N1 6DZ. 

Closing date: 10th December 2005. 

One Christian TV satellite system will be awarded by the judges, whose decision will be final. No 
correspondence will be entered into. The competition winner will be announced in the The Door 
after the close of the competition. Entrants to the competition will receive the programme guide and 
selected information from INI Television. 

We would like to keep in touch with by placing you on our mailing list. If you would prefer not, please tick the box. I I 



Turn on and Tune in to INI Television 



INI television, now 
broadcasting on Sky 

channel 678, is already 
making a significant impact 
with Christian television 
viewers because of its 
variety and blend of popular 
tv programmes. 

There are ministry 
programmes from UK 





cater for every taste, plus 
lifestyle programmes and 
chat shows cover a wide 
variety of personal and 
spiritual issues. 



And children and teens 
are well catered for 
too. For the youngsters 
there are a wide 
selection of programmes 
every morning including 
"Discovery Jones 

Adventures" and "The 
Bedbug Bible Gang", whilst 
SteelrootsTV brings life and 





David Cerullo 



favourites including Michael 
Reid of Peniel Ministries, 
Cecil Stewart, Paul Brady, 
Bishop John Francis and 
Matthew Ashimolowo from 
KICC. Music programmes 



energy to the television 
screens for teenage and 
young adult viewers. 



Visit www.ini-uk.tv for full programme details 




k 



INSPIRATION NETWORK INTERNATIONAL 

FREE PROGRAMME GUIDE 08000 832 912 (free call) 

INI is part of the family of networks from The Inspiration Networks 
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Fantasy and Fai 



Oxford will be under the spotlight this 
Christmas as world Narnia-mania takes hold 
with the launch of Disney's blockbuster adap- 
tation of The Lion, The Witch and the 
Wardrobe. The DOOR finds out why the city 
was so inspirational for the book's author, 

C.S Lewis, and why churches around our dio- 
cese should view the new film as an opportu- 
nity for evangelising as well as entertainment. 



WILL it be a ‘Passion of The 
Christ’ for the whole family, or 
just a wonderful high-tech 
peek through that famous 
wardrobe into the realms of 
fantasy that C.S.Lewis con- 
jures up so well? All will be 
revealed on 8 December when 
Disney’s The Lion, The Witch 
and the Wardrobe (LWW) has 
its opening night in The Royal 
Albert Hall. 

There have been concerns 
from some Christian corners 
that Disney might have 
‘watered down’ the Christian 
symbolism that runs vividly 
through Lewis’s classic chil- 
dren’s tale. 

But Lewis’s stepson, 
Douglas Gresham, who co- 
produced the film with 
Andrew (Shrek) Adamson is 
reportedly happy that, while 
not an overtly ‘Christian 
movie’ the imagery is still 
there if you know where to 
look. 

Indeed, so cleverly are the 
threads of Christian faith 
woven into all seven of the 
Narnia Chronicles, that it 
would be difficult to cut them 
out... Death and resurrection, 



the Christ-like figure of gentle 
and noble lion Aslan and his 
disciples (the children), the 
power of and struggle against 
temptation and evil in the 
form of the White Witch, and 
love overcoming evil in a 
breathtaking, climactic battle. 

Whatever your faith, if any, 
this epic production promises 
to be a spectacular feast of 
magic and drama to delight 
children and adults alike. A 
taste of Narnia which, though 
not a cinema-goer himself, 
would have amazed Lewis 
says Brian Sibley (a respected 
authority on Lewis and author 
of Shadowlands, about the 
relationship between Lewis 
and Joy Davidman). 

‘As long as the film is faith- 
ful to the book he would 
probably have thought that 
for people to glimpse Narnia 
through film was better than 
not at all,’ says Brian. 

What was Lewis’s inspira- 
tion for these books which 
have an army of loyal fans (see 
below)? 

Brian says: ‘Undoubtedly 
Oxford was a source of great 
inspiration for him. It was at 



Oxford, when he returned 
there after the First World 
War, that he met with such an 
intellectually stimulating and 
influential group of people 
such as J.R.R Tolkein, Charles 
Williams and Hugo Dyson, 
becoming part of a group 
called The Inklings which 
famously met at the city’s 
‘Bird and Baby’ pub. Their 
lively discussion, criticism and 
encouragement stimulated 
him and drove him to write. 

It was this same group of 
friends whose strong beliefs 
4 and enthusiasm for religious 
debate re-awakened in Lewis 
a faith which, ironically for 
one of the greatest Christian 
writers of our time, had 

'When we set out I did 
not believe that Jesus 
Christ was the Son of 
God and when we 
reached the zoo I did.' 



been dormant for many years. 

His grandfather was the 
Anglican minister of the 
church near to his home in 
Belfast and he was brought up 
in a very Christian environ- 
ment,’ Brian explains; ‘But his 
faith was shattered by a series 
of blows, beginning with his 
mother’s long struggle with 
cancer and her subsequent 
death. Lewis recalled that he 
prayed to God to make her 
better, then when that failed 
he prayed for an even bigger 
miracle. Again to no avail. 

‘He was then sent to public 



school (which he referred to as 
Belsen) then at the age of 19, 
spent time on the front line in 
the Somme Valley in France 
with the 3rd Battalion, 
Somerset Light Infantry. 

It was only when he 
returned to Oxford, to find 
himself surrounded by like- 
minded people who also just 
happened to very clearly be 
Christians that Lewis began to 
look again at his own spiritu- 
ality. 

Deep discussions with 
Dyson and Tolkein (a devout 
Roman Catholic) as they wan- 
dered beneath the dreaming 
spires led him to declare: ‘In 
the Trinity Term of 1929 I 
gave in, and admitted that 
God was God, and knelt and 
prayed.’ 

Again, in his book 
‘Surprised by Joy,’ Lewis 
writes of the profound spiritu- 
al results of a trip to 
Whipsnade Zoo in 1931 with 
his brother Warren (Warnie) 
on a motorcycle: “When we 
set out I did not believe that 
Jesus Christ was the Son of 
God, and when we reached 
the zoo I did.’ 

Says Brian: ‘What was 

birthed in Belfast owed its res- 
urrection and continuing 
growth to his life in Oxford.’ 
Lewis settled in the city, mov- 
ing to The Kilns in 
Headington Quarry where he 
lived until his death in 1963, 
aged 64. 

Now, as the world gears up 
for Narnia on the big screen, 
churches in the US and UK are 
looking at how Narnia might 
be used to reach out to a secu- 



Read Narnian journeys of two fans 



REBECCA Paveley writes: I wish I could have the first read- 
ing of the Narnia books again. For me, that is the test of a 
book that is destined to stay with you for the rest of your life. 
But I have re-read the Narnia books so many times since that 
my first impressions have been long overlayed with subse- 
quent ones. 

I’m certain that at six or seven I didn’t pick up on the reli- 
gious symbolism, despite a rigorous Sunday School back- 
ground. When it was explained to me a few years later I re- 
read the books with a sense of wonder and awe. 

My favourite book, ‘The Last Battle’ has a wonderful 
description of the end of the Narnian world and the chil- 
dren’s discovery that they had found Heaven. Little in litera- 
ture surpasses this depiction of Heaven, and I have returned 
to it for comfort many times since. 

Lewis has been dismissed by many - particularly his arch 
critic, Philip Pullman - as a misogynist, largely for the fact 
that Susan isn’t allowed back to Narnia, after discovering 
‘boys and make-up’. But as a girl growing up and reading the 
books, I didn’t feel alienated by this. I believe Lewis was 
attacking materialism and a worldliness that prevents you 
glimpsing those precious snatches of another world that are 
available to us all, if only we look. 

I can’t wait to read Narnia to my sons. In fact my smallest 
son is named Edmund. And I believe that Edmund’s journey 
of self-discovery in Narnia, which leads him to experience at 
first hand God’s mercy and compassion, offers the best 
understanding of God’s love to be found in any boy’s book. 



AFTER seeing a production of The Lion, the Witch and the 
Wardrobe in London as a little girl I was inspired to read the 
book. 

I can’t remember exactly how old I was at the time, but I do 
remember feeling that although this was a children’s book it was 
written accommodatingly, so there was something niggling a lit- 
tle deeper beneath the surface. Unlike other books it didn’t fade 
into the comfort of childhood, but has always remained a famil- 
iar and contemporary concept for me. Perhaps that is why, years 
later, films are still being made of it, because there is so much 
more than meets the eye. 

I’ve never thought that meeting a lion would be that intimidat- 
ing. Maybe that’s because my first record of one is the visual or 
imagined image of the gentle, wise, humble and humility-filled 
Aslan. And I recognised that the innocent children are his faith- 
ful sheep while the White Witch is the opposing force of evil, the 
seductive devil. 

Even as a naive child, I remember saying to my Dad; ‘Aslan 
reminds me of Jesus’. I later learned that C.S. Lewis had, of 
course, drawn firmly on Christian themes in the books. For a 
child this is a lovely and subtle way of introducing such a faith, 
but as an adult, it seems much more profound and allegoric. 

I will always have fond memories of this book and am look- 
ing forward to the long-awaited film version! With its solid and 
‘good-faith defeats evil’ message this wonderful creation will 
surely remain a timeless classic. 

Dora Tildesley lives in the Bridge Group of parishes 
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th in Narnia 



Win new Narnia books 



lar world as well as prompt- 
ing discussion between all 
Christians young and old. 

Organisations such as that 
of CPO (Christian Publishing 
Outreach) already provide 
Narnia resource material: 
www.cpo-online.org.uk/ 

The Revd Julian Hubbard, 
Archdeacon of Oxford urges 
churches in our own Diocese 
to look for outreach possibil- 
ities in the film, whether it’s 
within a congregation or 
youth group, or with total 
strangers in the queue for 
popcorn: 

‘If the films help introduce 
or re-introduce the imagina- 
tion of young and old to the 
stirring themes of Christian 
faith, that’s a positive oppor- 
tunity for the Gospel. It will 
be fascinating to see how a 
generation which is increas- 
ingly unaware of Christian 
traditions relate to the story.’ 




TRANSPORT yourself from 
one world to another with a 
wonderful new version of The 



Chronicles of Narnia, The Lion, 
The Witch and the Wardrobe by 
Harper Collins publishers. For 
the first time comes an edition 
packaged specifically for adults 
and including an exclusive P.S. 
section about the history of the 
book. 

The DOOR has seven of these 
wonderful books to give away 
to readers who can tell us 
which title follows LWW in the 
Chronicles of Narnia series. 
Winners will be pulled out of a 
hat of correct entries on 5 
January, 2006. Entries to: 
DOOR Narnia competition, 
Diocesan Church House, North 
Hinksey, Oxford, 0X2 ONB. 



Songs of Praise from The Kilns 

A BBC Songs of Praise Narnia special explores C.S Lewis's 
Oxford on 4 January, with hymns from Christ Church Cathedral 




The Pevensie children fight the good fight 

from Image.net 



Narnia images reproduced with permission 



BCP services hard to find? 




Registered Charity No, 1099295 

The Prayer Book Society exists to 
promote the worship and doctrine 
of the Book of Common Prayer. 

Contact 01 18 958 0377 
gpwild@ btconnect.com 
or visit www.prayerbook.org.uk • 





From 



• 30,000 titles, 
available online 

• Bibles, Gifts, 
Music & Cards 

| • Free UK delivery* 



*V*V*M» 



www.chbookshop.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7898 1300 



Christmas Books on offer 



Christian publishers are 
offering a wide range of titles 
this Christmas that make 
ideal presents, either for oth- 
ers, or for ourselves. 

Inspired by the storytelling 
tradition of the Inuit people, 
a new legend for Christmas 
has been born. Elena 
Pasquali, a new author to 
Lion Children’s Books, takes 
the reader straight to the 
heart of Christmas - a magi- 
cal and delightful mixture of 
storytelling and illustration 
with wide-eyed appeal to all 
ages. 



Little Arctic hunter Ituku and 
his dog, Jaq, take us by 
kayak from a land of snow 
and ice, of lights in the north- 
ern sky, to a place of warmth 
in search of the king of heav- 
en. 

The author has a special 
interest in researching folk 
tales. She was inspired to 
write this story after taking 
part in a recent sea-kayaking 
expedition to Greenland. 
Dubravka Kolanovic provides 
the illustrations for this grip- 
ping tale. She has a growing 
international reputation as an 



illustrator. And thanks to > 
Lion, we have five copies of 
this delightful book to give 
away. For the chance to win 
a copy, simply answer the 
following question: 

Which is in the northern 
hemisphere: 

a) the Arctic, or 

b) the Antarctic? 

Send your answer to 
Christmas Book Competitior 
The Door, 20-26 Brunswick 
Place, London, N1 6DZ or 
competition@churchnewspa- 
per.com. The closing date is 
December 16. 




A thoughtful exploration by 
jane Williams wife of Rowan 
of the true meaning of Advent 
and Christmas, using reflections, 
quotations and fine art. 



A colourful celebration of the top 
20 favourite carols, as voted by 
viewers of BBC Songs of Proise, 
and the stories behind them. 



| Available through all good bookshops. 

In case of difficulty, visit www.lionhudson.com or order 
LION direct from Marston Book Services on 01235 4655 II. 
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Integrated Thinking 



'The hundreds 
of cars that have 
now been burnt 
in French streets 
are pyres that 
mark the pass- 
ing of a French 
delusion - that 
the incantation 
of “liberte, egal- 
ite, fraternite” 
would somehow mask the 
* realite of life for non-white 
French men and women: 
repression, discrimination, 
segregation.' 

That's the verdict of 
Trevor Phillips, Chair of the 
Commission for Racial 
Equality, on the recent dis- 
turbances in France. The 
'delusion' he refers to is that 
their model of citizenship is 
adequate to the challenging 
task of building a cohesive 
society. France has had an 
uncompromising policy on 
g assimilation. It has never 
had any time for Britain's 
multi-cultural approach. 
Indeed, it is illegal in France 
to gather or hold any statis- 
tics on ethnicity or religion. 
Their concept of citizenship 
ignores both cultural origins 
and religious orientation. 
The result is that social frag- 
mentation and segregation 
have been largely hidden - 
until now. 

The vexed question of 
how best to bring together 
communities with multiple 
identities into one harmo- 
nious (though also, hopeful- 
ly, challenging) society, with 
common values and com- 
mitments, is one that we've 
been asking ourselves here in 
Britain with a new urgency 
since July 7th. Before the 
Paris riots, some commenta- 
tors had even voiced the 
opinion that France has got 
the answer and Britain has 
missed a trick. 

But to assume the oppo- 
site would be dangerously 



complacent. What 
we really need to 
do is to turn the 
spotlight else- 

where. In a recent 
article Gary 

Younge said, 'the 
value of integra- 
tion is contingent 
upon whom you 
are asking to inte- 
grate, what you are asking 
them to integrate into and 
on what basis you are asking 
them to do so.’ He follows 
this up with the observation 
that, 'the racial group in 
Britain that has the hardest 
time integrating is white 
people'. A YouGov poll last 
year showed, apparently, 
that 83% of whites have no 
friends who are practising 
Muslims, while only 48% of 
non-white people do. It 
revealed that 94% of whites, 
compared with 47% of peo- 
ple from ethnic minorities, 
say most or all of their 
friends are white. As Younge 
concludes, 'There is no good 
reason why white people 
should go out of their way to 
befriend ethnic minorities. 
But the truth is some go out 
of their way not to.' 

We have not done nearly 
enough to combat the 
racism and Islamophobia 
that hinder the appropriate 
integration of members of 
minority ethnic communities 
into mainstream British life. 
It's no good now blaming 
members of those communi- 
ties for that. Instead, we 
need to look at what the 
powerful white majority are 
doing to promote inclusive 
citizenship - where diversity 
enriches, but commonality 
builds a sense that we need 
one another and belong 
together. 

Alison Webster is Social 
Responsibility Adviser to the 
Diocese of Oxford 




Follow the star to Bethlehem 



How often have you stood outside on a dark, 
clear night, looking into the sky and marvel- 
ling at the stars? Somehow you feel both 
small in the context of the whole universe and 
yet also of great significance when realising 
how much we are loved and valued by God. 




ACCORDING to those who 
plot the planets movements 
November was the best 
month to spot the red planet 
of Mars, it's red colour being 
visible with the naked eye. 
Low in the South East early 
evening, high in the South at 
midnight, Mars was opposite 
the Sun, its “full” face illumi- 
nated by sunlight, meant that 
it was spectacularly bright. 
And it is red! 

At this time of Advent I am 
reminded of the Magi, the 
wise men who studied the 
stars. They knew the stars 
and their places in the sky, so 
when a new and wild star 
appeared in the sky they were 
curious and they set off on a 
journey which no doubt 
would have changed their 
lives. It was a journey that led 
them to Bethlehem and to the 
Christ child. 

This Advent as we prepare 
again to make that familiar 
journey, that was not just 
back then, but is also today, 



let us go with the prophets, 
the Holy Family, the shep- 
herds, the angels and all the 
rest on the way to Bethlehem. 
Let us pray that for us too it 
will change our lives. 

Make star decorations the 
theme that fills your house 
this Christmas. 

To make your own Brightest 
Star you will need 4 

Three sheets of shiny wrap- 
ping paper (one each in yel- 
low, gold and silver) 

Two Christmas bells and/or 
red ribbon 

Double sided sticky tape 

Thin card 

Stapler and scissors 

What to do 

Cut out four triangles of each 
colour paper, approximately 
25cm xl5cm x 15cm. 

Roll each triangle into a 
cone shape (see diagram) then 
fasten the two edges together 
with double-sided sticky tape. 
Cut a circle out of card. 



with a diameter of approxi- 
mately 5cm. 

Place all twelve cones on to 
the card with their points fac- 
ing the centre. 

Keeping the ends of the 
cones open, staple each cone 
to the card. 

Attach the bells or curled 
Christmas ribbon to the cen- 
tre point. 

Starry reminders 

Sprinkle little silver or 
coloured stars on your table 
this Christmas to remind you 



that making the journey to 
Bethlehem and taking time to 
worship the Christ child can 
change your life just like it did 
for the Magi. 

And don’t forget the jour- 
ney with Jesus continues after 
Christmas too! 

Jenny Hyson is the Diocesan 
Children's Adviser. 

More Advent ideas can be 
found in Jenny's book 1 Sharing 
Life Through Advent' .written 
with David Winter. 



New Year resolutions need more than our mortal will power 




I am writing this in a war 
zone. At least it feels that way. 
Fireworks began exploding in 
my street at the end of 
October, and a week after Guy 
Fawkes' night they're still rain- 
ing down. 

It always amuses me that we 
bum the effigy of a zealous 
catholic one day then run up 
wings for a nativity play at 
3 am the next in honour of 
new hope in baby form. We 
humans can change overnight. 
Or can we? 

I checked out the Reading 
Chronicle's 'New Year You' 



article, enthusiastically 
3 k written in January 

Im-A 2005. Life coach and 

Pjf j, personal trainer Rachel 

Ijfe McGuiness observes: 

wm ‘It's funny with New 

Year's resolutions, 
because we all put this 
pressure on ourselves to give 
up smoking, give up chocolate 
and lose weight, but basically 
they're all goals and you could 
make them any time.' 

Been there, done that and I 
admit rather sheepishly that 
I’m still smoking, although I 
have taken up more exercise 
by walking to the shops to buy 
my cigarettes rather than driv- 
ing. 

I have often prayed for the 
desire to smoke to be removed, 
but there is a small part of me 
that hangs on to the fags like 
long-loved friends. An illusion 



I know, but will power when it 
comes to addictive behaviour 
has never worked for me. 

It is when I admit I am pow- 
erless over the cigarettes and 
then ask God to take charge 
that the compulsion eases off 
slightly. 

I do have free will of course, 
but those of you who have 
ever been part of a 12-step fel- 
lowship - alcoholics anony- 
mous, overeaters anonymous 
or any other anonymous will 
get my gist. Confused? Let me 
just say that often, but not 
always, it is when I realise I am 
at my most powerless - stripped 
of money, jobs, relationships - 
that I truly turn to God and 
ask for clarity and support. 

I suppose I could take some 
comfort from an Evening Post 
report of a project aimed at 
'increasing physical activity in 



the workplace, focusing on 
giving up smoking and 
improving diet'. In the South 
East it will be led by Slough 
Teaching Primary Care Trust 
involving 1500 staff at a facto- 
ry making Mars Bars. 

To neutralise the effect of a 
sedentary office life the cam- 
paign urges us to take the 
stairs, cut back on biscuits and 
eat healthier canteen food. 
Oh, and it’s probably best to 
choose low-fat veg over choco- 
late-rich fun-size mini-bites. 
Easier said than done for 
those confectionary factory 
workers. Sweet-toothed tor- 
ture! 

Have a good Christmas and 
may God meet your needs 
whatever they may be. 

Clare Catford presents BBC 
Radio Berkshire's Sunday 
morning programme 



ORGANIST 

St Nicholas’ Church, I slip , Oxon 

Well-maintained two-manual Bevington organ 
Enthusiastic SATB choir normally monthly 
Further details from 

Christopher Lowe 

Wooster Arms, The Walk, Islip 0X5 2SD 
01865 379072 
jcblowe@tiscali.co.uk 



Counselling & Prayer 
Trust 

The Courtyard, Fulham Palace 
Bishop's Avenue, 

London SW6 6EA 
020 7384 9212 

adminurcounsellingpray.org 



• Individual Counselling 

• Couples Counselling 

• Psychotherapy Groups 

• Mood Management Groups 



ORGANIST 

Committed Christian and 
MA, FRCO is available to 
deputise 

at short notice including 
wedding and funerals. 
Wide experience: 
reasonable fee 

Tel: (01993) 813933 
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o the editor 



The important things in life 



Just a few days ago, 
as pictures were once 
again flashing across 
my television screen 
of the aftermath of 
the recent earth- 
quake in Pakistan, 
my eyes alighted on a 
leaflet which had 
fallen through my 
letterbox and which I had put 
on one side. On the front there 
is a picture of a young long- 
haired blond model, head back, 
clad in a fur-collared jacket and 
silk skirt. 'Change your image,' 
the caption reads. 'For the 
important things of life: the 
centre MK.' 

Publicity of this nature can 
be seductive, and, to one degree 
or another, we can all be taken 
in by it. We are easily enticed by 
the idea that in order to change 
our lives all we need do is buy a 
new set of clothes or trade the 
old car in for another. The con- 
sumer mentality purports to be 
an easy solution to our prob- 
lems: it demands no self-scruti- 
ny, no confrontation of the fun- 
damental realities of our lives it 
simply demands that we shell 
out more cash. But because it is 
essentially a superficial solu- 
tion, we remain only superfi- 
cially affected by it, even if the 
debts of money we owe can 
become anything but superfi- 
cial. If all we seek to do is 
change our image, at core we 
shall be left ultimately dissatis- 
fied and unchanged. 

There was an elderly man I 
used to visit. Now in his eight- 



ies, he had 

worked all his life 
down the mines 
and was suffering 
from a terminal 
lung disease 
which left him 
constantly 
breathless. He 
lived in a simple 
cottage with just a few sticks of 
old furniture around him. 
'Every morning when I wake 
up,' he would say to me; 'I give 
thanks to God for the new day. 
And I come downstairs and 
make a cup of tea and sit in my 
chair; and I give thanks to God 
for my nice warm fire.' Such 
God-given contentment always 
both inspired and shamed me. I 
had no doubt that he could 
teach me something of what ‘the 
important things of life' really 
are. 

The Gospel challenges us to 
look at the messages around us 
with Christian eyes. We pro- 
claim that the centre of our life 
is not a shopping mall, but 
Jesus Christ; that what brings 
glory to God is not a stockpile 
of glittering new things, but 
human beings fully alive; that 
renewal is not a commodity to 
be purchased, but a grace 
freely offered to us in Christ. 
God sees through our appear- 
ances - no matter how beautiful 
they may be - to the realities 
beneath, and longs to meet us 
in the deepest and even darkest 
comers of our hearts. It is there 
that God's transformation of us 
truly begins. 




Clergy News 

Revd Fane Conant, Priest in 
Charge, Seer Green and Jordans, is 
to retire; Revd Tim Clapton, 

Ecumenical Chaplain, Milton 
Keynes General NHS Trust, is to be 
Milton Keynes Development 
Chaplain; Revd Canon Tim 
Higgins, Team Rector, Aylesbury 
with Bierton and Hulcott Team 
Ministry, is to be Priest in Charge, 
St Stephens and Residentiary 
Canon of Bristol Cathedral, 
Bristol Diocese; Revd Dr Rodney 
Holder, Priest in Charge, The 
Claydons, is to be Course Director 
of the Faraday Institute for 
Science and Religion; Revd 
Professor Anthony Kemp, 
Honorary Assistant Priest at All 
Saints Wokingham, Sonning 
Deanery, 1$ to be NSM Assistant 



Priest, St Paul's Wokingham; 
Revd Malcom Macnaughton, 
Rector, Hambledon Valley Group 
Ministry, is to be also Area Dean, 
Wycombe Deanery; Revd Dr 
David Miell, Team Rector, Upton- 
cum-Chalvey and Area Dean of 
Burnham and Slough, has 
resigned; Revd Cathy Pynn, 
Chaplain, Bradfield College, and 
Associate Priest, Aldermaston 
with Wasing and Brimpton, 
Woolhampton with Midgham and 
Beenham Valence, is to be House 
for Duty Priest, Kintbury with 
Avington, and West Woodhay with 
Enborne, Hamstead Marshall, 
Inkpen and Combe; Revd David 
Young, is given Permission to 
Officiate in the Oxford Diocese. 



Halloween alternatives; Saturday morning TV; mental health; 
lowering fat intake; saying the Psalms; Christians at war 



Trick or treat? 

I THOUGHT it might be of 
interest to readers to hear 
how our church responded 
this year to the practice of 
“trick or treat”. 

In the past, church mem- 
bers have kept all the lights 
off in the front of their hous- 
es, hoping that no-one would 
call, which sounded a little 
like the apostles pre- 
Pentecost. 

So this year, I produced a 
small hand-out which they 
could give to any children 
who called. In the hand-out, 
we didn't condemn “trick or 
treating” at all. We simply 
thanked the child for calling 
and told them about street 
children in Brazil, on whom 
it appeared that life had 
already played some nasty 
tricks but with a little care 
and support could be helped 
back on their feet. The hand- 
out explained that we want- 
ed to give a treat to those 
street children - for every 
child who called, the church 
member committed to send a 
sum of money to Missao Ver 
(a charity which works with 
the street children). 

On the night of 31st 
October, some church mem- 
bers found that callers gave 
them money to send to the 
charity and the following 
morning parents told our 
church members how 
touched they were by the 
hand-out and asked how 
they could send money to 
help the children in Brazil. 

As yet I don't know how 
much we have raised but 
already it seems that it has 
encouraged our church mem- 
bers to be more confident 
about their faith and opened 
the eyes of some people in 
the community to the needs 
of others. 

Capt Hugh Boorman CA 

Minister of the Ladygrove 
Church, Didcot 



Children’s TV 
SATURDAY morning CBBC; 
the children's programme 
that seems to go on for ever! 
As a Grandma I was delight- 
ed to suddenly be watching a 



family Baptism; a baby is 
baptised and his sister 
receives a candle. To my 
amazement it was repeated. 
My grandson was still glued 
to the screen for the second 
showing. Then on came Bob 
the Builder. This clip, being 
interwoven with children's 
programmes gave me a 
moment of such hope for the 
future in the teaching of the 
Church at such prime time 
viewing for children. 

Mrs Janet Glew 
Thornborough, Buckingham 



Life abundant not 
mental illness 
WHAT a sad verdict on the 
Church's approach to 
Mental Health (Making a 
spiritual journey to mental 
health - October Door). The 
writer commented that she 
didn't go to church seeking a 
psychiatrist. Paul writes that 
it is powers and principali- 
ties that we fight, not flesh 
and blood. Psychiatry deals 
with flesh and blood, which' 
although having a palliative, 
band-aid effect in some 
cases, cannot deliver the free- 
dom that only Jesus Christ 
can bring. It is so lamenta- 
ble that the Church of 
England, along with perhaps 
the other big established 
denominations, ceased by 
decree to practice healing in 
the 4th century, when the 
healing power of our Lord 
was consigned to the bin. 

Jesus came that we should 
have life and life abundant, 
not mental illness. I took 
anti-depressants for years, 
went to various 'fallen' (and 
in many cases equally con- 
fused and depressed) doc- 
tors, and yet received com- 
plete deliverance from the 
scourge of depression at the 
hands of a Pastor in New 
Zealand. I have never suf- 
fered long-term depression 
since, praise God! 

The word 'miracle' is 
'power' in Greek. We in the 
C of E need to rekindle our 
expectations that God wants 
to perform miracles daily - 
'You don't get because you 
don't ask'. The miracle of 



healing, physical and mental, 
is at the core of mission. 
People, saved and unsaved 
respond in droves to miracles 
- the palpable work of God 
in the world. Without these 
miracles, we stumble rather 
and just expect psychiatry to 
do the job. Defragmentation 
of core purpose, resulting in 
being sidelined, ridiculed and 
decline. 

Mark Wiseman 

By Email 



Low-fat recipes 
I HAVE my own recipe for 
spaghetti bolognese, which is 
good, however I thought I 
would follow your one (Super 
Special Spaghetti Bolognese, 
October DOOR). I did - it 
was easy, and we enjoyed it 
very much. However I usually 
adapt recipes to lower fat 
content. 

I would suggest dry frying 
the minced steak (using 5% 
fat minced steak, not the 10- 
20% fat variety) to begin 
with and draining off any fat 
(instead of frying with butter 
and oil). Then add a spoon- 
ful of olive oil, then the onion 
and garlic until slightly 
browned. Continue with the 
recipe as described. 

Many thanks to Ann Way 
for the recipe, it was very 
good. 

Ms H Glew 
Windsor, Berks 



Saying the Psalms 

MRS Houlton (Letters 
October) might well have 
come across this method of 
saying the Psalms in an 
Anglo-Catholic church. It 
mirrors the ancient monastic 
practice of singing Psalms 
antiphonally to Plainsong. 

A cantor would have start- 
ed the Plainsong to indicate 
the tone to be used, and then 
alternate sides of the Choir or 
congregation would have 
picked up the tone and sung 
alternate verses. Each verse 
would have the gap (of sever- 
al seconds) described by Mrs 
Houlton at the halfway point; 
the following verse would 
then be started by the oppo- 
site side immediately that the 



previous one finished. 

It can be baffling to new- 
comers, but can be beautiful 
and inspiring if done well, ^ 
allowing for moments of con- 
templation as the Psalm pro- 
ceeds. 

Clive Chaney 

All Saints Wokingham 



Christians at war 
I QUITE understand Katrina’s 
problem about a Christian 
soldier having to kill some 
one (November DOOR), but 
this has to be done when 
there is no alternative. 

I was born the son of a 
priest and I started serving 
our Church at the age of * 
eight years. 

I gave my youth for about 
six years in the Royal 
Artillery, fighting for the free- 
dom of Europe. In the 1930s 
and 1940s the Germans had 
invaded other European 
countries, destroying their 
towns and killing their popu- 
lations. The only way to stop 
this, was to go to war. If this 
meant killing, so be it. 

Our regimental padre 
would come to our gun posi- 
tion and ask if he could take 
a communion service. If aux 
major said yes, we would 
build an altar of ammunition 
boxes and he would lay a 
white sheet on the boxes and 
begin the service. Some times 
shelling would start and we 
would rush to our slit trench- 
es. 

Killing people is dreadful 
but sometimes it is the lesser 
evil. 

Richard M.A. Lawson 

Maidenhead, Berks 

Christmas Turkeys 

ANNE Hartley's feature on 
harvest (October DOOR) was 
really good to read until it 
came to the sentence x At 
Christmas, everyone gets 
involved in the turkeys'. How 
sad it is that the Christmas 
season of peace and goodwill is 
celebrated for many by the 
slaughter of innocent birds, 
especially when there are now 
so many non-animal foods 
available today. 

June Whitehouse 
Headington, Oxford 




Acorn Woodturning Ltd 

Altar candlesticks, collection plates,Grave marker crosses, all hand turned with attention to detail for a gift to your 

church or to commemorate your loved ones. 

Other commissions undertaken (Newel posts, Balusters, furniture parts, etc) 

01296 747517 

Email phil@acornwoodturning.co.uk www.acornwoodturning.co.uk 
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Fairtrade Food 



Pear and Tangerine Terrine 

by our cookery writer Ann Way 

1 am very fond of fruit jellies, especially at Christmas time when we have so many parties and 
family gatherings with lots of rich food. It makes a refreshing change, although this one is 
rather richer than usual, it is very pretty visually and tastes marvellous. It is well worth the lit- 
tle extra effort in making it and your guests will surely appreciate its taste and appearance. 
Have a really Happy Christmas. 

Ingredients 

3 Rocha or similar pears 

4 tangerines 
juice of half a lemon 

2 tbsp brandy 
1 tsp of Cointreau 
1 oz soft brown sugar 
1 orange or tangerine jelly 
1/2 lemon jelly 
1 level tsp of cinnamon 
1 1/2 oz of butter or flora 



Method 

Peel and core the pears. Slice each pear into eight slices and sprinkle the lemon juice and Coin- 
treau on them. Then peel the tangerines, removing as much pith as possible. Slice them cross- 
wise and use the end bits to squeeze as much juice as possible on them. Keep in a bowl until 
needed. Make up the jellies using a little less water than suggested, so that they set fairly firmly. 
Place the lemon jelly in the bottom of a large glass dish and leave somewhere cool to set. 

Put the butter and sugar in a frying pan and heat gently until melted, add the pears and stir 
carefully until they are coated. Then pour on the brandy and ignite, shaking the pan, tilted 
slightly away from you until the flames die down. Tip this mixture into the orange jelly and add 
the sliced tangerines. Leave to cool down and then pour all this on to the lemon jelly base. 

When set, loosen the jelly by placing in hot water for a second or two and turn out on to a pret- 
^-ty dish. Serve with whipping cream piped around the base, or separately. 




Committee begins process to find 
Bishop Richard’s successor 



Bv Rosemary Pearce 

FOLLOWING Bishop Richard's announce- 
ment of his retirement in June 2006 the 
Vacancy in See Committee is beginning its 
work. 

This committee is responsible for prepar- 
ing a brief description of the diocese and a 
statement setting out the desired profile of 
the new Bishop. 

It also elects the six diocesan representa- 
tives to the Crown Nominations Committee 
which is the group responsible for agreeing 
the two names to submit to the Crown. 

The Chairman of the Vacancy in See 
Committee is Penny Keenes and its 
Secretary, Rosemary Pearce. Ex-Officio 
members are: the Bishop of Dorchester, the 
Bishop of Buckingham, the Bishop of 
Reading, the Dean of Christ Church, the 
Archdeacon of Buckingham and the 
Archdeacon of Berkshire. 

Proctors in Convocation include: The 
Revd Moira Astin, the Revd Jonathon 
Baker, the Revd Mary Bide, The Revd Sue 
Booys, the Revd John Chorlton, the Revd 
Tim Dakin, the Revd Hugh Lee. General 
Synod Lay Members : Mr Tom Benyon, Mr 



Justin Brett, Miss Prudence Dailey, Dr Philip 
Giddings, Mr John Hanks, Mr Brian Newey, 
Mr Gavin Oldham, Mrs Anna Thomas- 
Betts. The Chairmen of the Houses of 
Diocesan Synod, The Revd Andrew Bunch 
and Mrs Penny Keenes. 

Elected members are: Canon Roger 
Salisbury, The Revd Canon Brian Shenton, 
Mrs Judith Babb, Lt Col Mary Harwood, 
Mr Peter Knatchbull-Hugesson, Mr Martin 
Mays-Smith, Mr John Yaxley. 

Addresses of the Vacancy in See 
Committee members are available from 
Rosemary Pearce at Diocesan Church 
House. 

The Appointments Secretaries of the 
Crown Nomination Committee will under- 
take consultations within the diocese. This 
will include an open hearing at which any- 
one may express views about the needs of 
the diocese. When a date is agreed for this it 
will be posted on the diocesan website 
www.oxford.anglican.org. 



IN the next issue of The DOOR, the 
process of appointing a new Bishop is 
explained. 




something 



see | listen | learn | share 

The programme aims to enable groups of up to 1 0 

Christians aged 25+ from the UK to meet with another part of the 
global church in Africa, Asia or Europe for approximately 2 weeks to 
experience their culture, spirituality and friendship. 

Praxis intends to enable you to get behind the headlines of another 
country’s news and find out more about what is happening at a 
grassroots level. 

Join a group and make new friendships, or form a group from your 
church or local area - CMS facilitates Praxis visits for church groups. 

For more information, visit CMS at www.cms-uk.org 
or email praxis@cms-uk.org or telephone 020 7803 3326. 



Forget the beach towel and see what God is doing in another part of 
the world as you live and work with Christians of another culture. 

The programme is for 1 8-30 year olds. Go to Africa, 

Asia or Eastern Europe as a member of a group of up to 10 Christians 
for 3-4 weeks in July/August. CMS also facilitate Encounter visits 
for church youth groups aged 16+ and organise encounter visits 
specifically for youth workers. 

Visit CMS at www.cms-uk.org contact CMS on 020 7803 3326 
or e-mail debbie.james@cms-uk.org 



Church Mission Society 
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Behind the BibleLantfs 
Bethlehem carol sheet 

Over the past fifty-two years, the Bethlehem Carol Sheet has become a 
firm favourite with churches and carol singers alike, its pictures of smiling 
children now an established feature of Christmas celebrations throughout 
the UK. Behind the pictures, however, are the stories of lives that have been 
transformed by the work of BibleLands, the High Wycombe-based Christian 
charity which, through its local Project Partners in Israel and the Occupied 
Territories, Lebanon and Egypt, puts the love of Christ into action every 
day of every year. 



SHOWN in this year's 
Bethlehem Carol Sheet are chil- 
dren from the Helen Keller 
Centre for the Visually 
Impaired in Jerusalem, a proj- 
ect that epitomises Bibl ^Lands' 
philosophy of offering hope to 
those in need, whatever their 
religious background. Led by 
Suad Younan, a Palestinian 
Christian and Israeli citizen, 
the Centre is a beacon of excel- 
lence in caring for visually 
impaired children in a support- 
ive environment of love and 
peace. 

Located on the main road 
between Jerusalem and 
Ramallah, the Centre's work 
continues in the face of great 



challenges caused by the unsta- 
ble political situation and a 
checkpoint just a few metres 
from its front gates. Travel is 
restricted and the students do 
not know from day to day 
whether they will be able to 
reach their school. In spite of 
this, Mrs Younan and her staff 
are determined to continue 
providing teaching and train- 
ing to the visually impaired 
children in their care. 

Instability and violence also 
affect some of BiblzLands' 
Project Partners in Lebanon, 
where the infrastructure is still 
recovering from many years of 
civil war and where recent 
assassinations have once again 



destabilised the country. 

Beit-el-Nour is a social care 
project working with teenagers 
whose lives have been dam- 
aged by abuse and who have 
fallen into petty crime. One of 
its key areas of work is a centre 
providing rehabilitation, train- 
ing and shelter to these vulner- 
able young people, situated in 
a Christian suburb of Beirut 
that has suffered regular bomb 
explosions in the past year. 

Beit-El-Nour's Director, 
Robert Caracache, says: ‘We 
have to keep going on with our 
“normal life”, relying on God 
as we did during the tragic 
years of the Lebanese civil war.’ 
In the midst of this difficult sit- 




uation, Beit-el-Nour reaches 
out to help members of 
Lebanon's next generation 
overcome the negative experi- 
ences of their early lives. 

In Egypt, the Anglican 
Diocese of Egypt Social Work 
Board administers, with 
KiblzLands' support, a range 
of social projects, both with the 
indigenous Egyptian popula- 
tion and with refugees fleeing 
persecution in Sudan. 
Representing a small section of 
the few Christians in a country 
with a Muslim majority, the 
Diocese's work is not so much 
focused on overt evangelism as 
on service, showing the love of 



Christ through the provision of 
schools, medical care facilities, 
vocational training for deaf 
people and a day centre for eld- 
erly widows. 

Bibl tLands has supported 
ongoing vital work 'on the 
•ground' in the Middle East for 
more than 150 years. The 
region's volatile political situa- 
tion is frequently in the news, 
but sometimes the poverty and 
disadvantage faced by many 
innocent people is less report- 
ed. biblzLands seeks to look 
beyond the political issues and 
beyond religious divisions by 
offering healing and hope to 
those in the greatest need. 



By using the Bethlehem 
Carol Sheet, you can help to 
support the work of 
Bibl zLands' Project Partners.. 

Copies of the 52nd Edition 
of the Bethlehem Carol Sheet 
are available from Bibl zLdnds 
Trading on 01234 740000 or 
can be ordered at www.bible- 
lands.org.uk. 

To find out more about 
Bibl tLands and its Project 
Partners, please call 01494 
897950 or email info@bible- 
lands.org.uk. 

Caroline Ranee works for 
Bibl e Lands in High Wycombe. 



New technology helps the church care for the elderly 



Milford House 

Live-In Care Service 

Our friendly live-in 
carers provide a 
range of services from 
companionship to high 
dependency care. 



01722 342777 





Taking care of elderly people has always been at the forefront of the church’s ministry, and 
now modern technology is being used to make things easier. 

A new church-based telephone hotline has been established by a Church of England parish in 
the midlands which will also benefit young people. 

The LinkLine service will help the elderly across the city of Wolverhampton, and the service is 
being staffed by helpers, lifting the young volunteers out of benefits and into work. 

The innovative programme has already caught the attention of the Government, and Health 
Minister Liam Byrne and local MP Pat McFadden visited the project to give it their support. 
The scheme works by elderly people receiving a weekly phone call from the volunteers at the 
Senior Citizen Link Line at St Leonard’s Church, Walsall Street in Bilston. However, people 
who want to use the service are then free to call any time during the week, as the free service is 
available 24 hours a day. 



THE ERNEST LUFF HOMES 

(Charity No. 1045920) 

2-4 LUFF WAY, GARDEN ROAD 
WALTON-ON-THE-NAZE, ESSEX CO 1 4 8SW 

Providers of Care for Elderly Christians 

The aim of the homes is to provide a 
caring environment to meet the physical and 
spiritual needs of elderly Christians. 

The homes are able to offer: 

★ Sheltered Accommodation - one bedroomed bungalows 

★ Residential Care Accommodation - all single rooms, 
many with en-suite facilities. 

For further details telephone: 

01255 682430 



The helpline service is being provided in a 
wide range of community languages for 1,500 
elderly people across the city. The service has 
proved very successful in reaching out to those 
living alone and helping them to stay healthy 
and in touch with their local community. 
Those taking part in the project also visit eld- 
erly people at home to provide low cost assis- 
tance with a wide range of tasks, including 
cleaning, gardening and DIY as well as to help 
with travelling to appointments with a GP or 
at the hospital. 




Oxford Aunts Care 

. Established 1967 . 



5 €ornmarketStr< 
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Oxford Aunts Live-in Services 

~ for clients who need help or care at home ~ 

Live-in Housekeeper/Carers 
jral weeks or Longer-term over several me 

For further details please contact 
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COURSES TRAINING 




CO 



Candlelit Christmas Concert St 
Bartholomew’s Church 3-5 pm. 
01491 671344, 0118 9842803. 

Sun 4 DORCHESTER-on- 



by Clare Wenham 

DEC 2005/JAN 2006 



Sat 10 WOOTTON-by-Wood- 
stock Christmas Bazaar, village hall 
2-4pm. 

Sat 10 OXFORD Cumnor Choral 



SLAPTON (through December) 
Nativity Story in model form with nar- 
ration, Holy Cross Church. For times 
tel. 01525 221413. 

Thu 1 OXFORD Service for World 
AIDS Day (Christian Aid), Christ 
Church Cathedral 7.30pm; book: 
01865 246818. 

Sat 3 TUBNEY Christmas Bazaar 
Tubney Church, Oxford Road (A420). 
01865 390803. 

Sat 3 WINKFIELD ‘Voices and Bells 
at Christmas’, St Mary’s Church 
7.30pm. 01344 883330. 

Sat 3 BAMPTON Lower Windrush 
Choral Society Concert St Mary’s 
Church 7.30pm. 01865 882191. 

Sun 4 LOWER BASILDON 



Thames Non-denominational Mem- 
orial Service for those affected by the 
death of a child, Dorchester Abbey 
2.30pm. 01235 200913, 01344 
886084. 

Wed 7 TILEHURST Christmas con- 
cert, St Mary Magdalen 7.30pm. 0118 
942 5290. 

Thu 8-Sun 11 ALDERMASTON 

York Nativity Play (14th cent) St Mary 
the Virgin, Thu 8c Fri 8pm; Sat 8c Sun 
7pm. Free tickets: send sae to V. Hall, 
the Gables, Church Rd, Aldermaston 
RG74LR. 

Fri 9-Sun 11 LEWKNOR Village’s 
Festival of Christmas Trees, St 
Margaret’s Church llam-4pm. 01844 
351715. 



Society, St Peter 8c St Paul Church, 
Botley. 01865 553268. 

Sun 11 TILEHURST Christingle 
Service 4pm. 

The 13 Oak House Quiet Garden, 
meditations round the fire with music 
and mince pies 10am-3pm. 0118 947 
6067. 

Wed 14 READING Carols for Choir 
and Congregation, Reading Minster 
Midweek Choir, St Mary’s Minster 
6.15pm. 

Wed 14 READING Christmas 
Concert in aid of church. Reading 
Concert Singers, St Agnes Church 
7.30pm. 0118 942 5290. 

Fri 16 F1NGEST Healing service 
with laying on of hands and anointing 



NFERENCES WORKSHOPS 



The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is 
designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send your events to 
door@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. 

The deadline for the February issue is Wednesday 1 1 January 



at Holy Communion 10.15am. 
014491 571231. 

Sun 18 COOKHAM Burning the 
Handel at Both Ends’ concert. Holy 
Trinity Church 6.30pm; collection. 
Wed 21 COOKHAM Compline by 
Candlelight sung by gentlemen of 
Holy Trinity Church Choir, Holy 
Trinity Church 9pm. 

Fri 23 READING Lunchtime Carols 
for Choir and Congregation Reading 
Minster Midweek Choir, St Mary’s 
Minster 12.15pm. 

Sun 25 COOKHAM Carol Service 
by Candlelight Holy Trinity Church 
6.30pm. 

BBC RADIO OXFORD 95.2 
BBC RADIO BERKSHIRE 104.1 

Enjoy your Sunday Breakfast 
Sundays 6-9 am 
Local religious views, church 
news, favourite hymns 



Courses 

Oxford Diocese 

21 Jan From Enlightenment to 
Ecstasy Diocesan Church House 
10am-4pm (bring lunch) £15. 

From 14 Feb Old Testament (4 
weeks) Eton College £15. 

Portfolio Programme: 

The Bible (10 weeks): Thurs 
from 12 Jan, Flackwell Heath; Tues 
from 17 Jan, Winslow Centre; Weds 
from 18 Jan, Diocesan Church 
House 7.15-9.30pm £30. 

11 Feb Introduction to Preaching 
Diocesan Church House 10am- 
4pm (bring lunch) £15. 

From 10 Jan Theological Reflection 
(8 weeks, Level 2) Diocesan Church 
House 7.30- 9.30pm £50. 

Sheila Townsend, Diocesan Church 
House , 0186S 208277. 



Burnham & Slough Deanery 

12 Jan Working with Families 
9 Feb Baptism Preparation 
9 Mar Spiritual Care of Older 
People St Andrew’s Shared Church, 
Cippenham, Slough 7.30-9.30pm. 
£5 for those outside deanery 
Jo Sanders , 6 Aldboume Rd, 
Burnham, SL1 7NJ, tel 01628 
663302, email josau@fish.co.uk 

Services at Christ 
Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy 
Communion; 1 0am Matins; 
11.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm 
Evensong 

Weekdays: 7.1 5am Matins; 
7.35am Holy Communion; 

6pm Evensong (Thursdays 
Sung Eucharist 6pm) 
Wednesdays only: 1 .05pm 
Holy Communion 
www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



December & January Prayer Diary compiled by Pam Gordon 



The light shines in the darkness, 
and the darkness has not overcome 
it John 1: 5 

In the power of the Spirit and in 
union with Christ, let us pray to the 
Father for: 

Thu 1 December World AIDS 

Day Aylesbury Deanery. Acting area 
dean - Tina Stirling; synod lay chair- 
man - Roger Harwood; clergy - 
Nancy Wallace, David Wallace; 
licensed lay minister Reg Taylor 
Aylesbury Deaf Church: chaplain - 
Roger Williams; licensed lay minis- 
ters for the deaf - Ursula Coles, 
Mary Lovegrove. 

Fri 2 Aylesbury with Bierton and 
Hulcot: clergy - Timothy Higgins. 
Aylesbury St Mary: clergy - 
Timothy Higgins. Bierton St James 
the Great and Hulcott All Saints 
and Quarrendon St Peter: church- 
wardens during the vacancies. 

Sat 3 Walton: churchwardens dur- 
ing vacancy. Walton Holy Trinity: 
clergy - Andrew Blyth, Wilson Gill; 
licensed lay minister - Jonathan 
Hawkins; lay pastor - Roger Axtell; 
licensed lay ministers - Martin 
Roper Southcourt, Church of the 
Good Shepherd: clergy - David 
Lawton; licensed lay minister - Alan 
Foster 

Sun 4 Second Sunday of 
Advent All who work in writing 
or performing within the entertain- 
ment industry, sharing a Christian 
message, especially radio, television 
and theatres. 

Mon 5 Broughton: clergy - 
Laurence Meering. Bedgrove Holy 
Spirit: clergy - Laurence Meering; 
licensed lay ministers - Marie 
Carey, Joe Groat. Bemwode: clergy 
- Tina Stirling, Julia Wright; youth 
worker - Madeleine Williams. 

The 6 Long Crendon with Chearsley 
and Nether Winchendon: clergy - 
. Roger Jackson, Arthur Taylor 
Wed 7 Haddenham with Cudding- 
ton, Kingsey and Aston Sandford: 
clergy - Chris Denham, John Race; 
licensed lay ministers - Pam Halliweli, 
Colin Faiers-Nicholls. 

Thu 8 Risborough: clergy - Paul 
Fiske, Mike Withers, James 
Tomkins, Moira Spence; licensed lay 
minister - Geoffrey Stevens. Bledlow 
with Saunderton and Horsenden: 
clergy - David Dewick. Lacey Green 
St John the Evangelist: clergy - 
Denise Critchell; lay worker - 
Norman Critchell. Monks Risbor- 
ough St Dunstan: clergy - Andrew 
Meynell, Moira Spence. Princes 
Risborough St Mary with Dmer: cler- 
gy - Paul Fiske. 

Fri 9 Stone St John the Baptist, 
Dinton SS Peter and Paul and 



Hartwell: clergy - David Cooke; 
licensed lay minister - Avril Clark. 
Worminghall with Ickford, Oakley 
and Shabbington: clergy - Laura 
Wilford; licensed lay minister - 
Anthony Gibson. 

Sat 10 Chipping Norton Deanery. 
Area dean - Stephen Weston; synod 
lay chairman - Ian Henderson; dean- 
ery youth worker - Amanda Bruce. 
Sun 1 1 Third Sunday In 
Advent Those who work in the 
medicine aspects of health care, 
researchers, the pharmaceutical 
industry, and all working for the 
safe distribution and disposal of 
chemicals. 

Mon 12 Ascott-under-Wychwood 
and The Chase: clergy - Mark 
Abrey, Mary Crameri. Charlbury 
with Shorthampton, St Mary the 
Virgin: clergy - Judy French, Jan 
Fielden; licensed lay minister - 
Penny Naime. 

T be 13 Chipping Norton Team 
ministry: clergy - Stephen Weston, 
Hugh Williams, Tony Cannon, 
Stephen Hayes; licensed lay minister 
- Elizabeth Mann. Chipping 
Norton: licensed lay ministers - 
Elizabeth Allen, John Forrest, Jenny 
Alidina. Kingham and Daylesford, 
Kingham St Andrew: licensed lay 
minister - Mike Hall. Little 
Compton, Litde Compton St Denys: 
licensed lay minister - Stephen Freer 
Wed 14 Great Yew with Little 
Yew and Over Worton with Nether 
Worton: clergy - Abbott Conway. 
Thu 15 Hook Norton with Great 
Rollright, Swerford and Wiggington: 
clergy - John Acreman, Christopher 
Turner, Wendy Cunningham; licen- 
sed lay minister - Janet Collins. 

Fri 16 Ramsden, Finstock and 
Fawler, Leafield with Wychwood 
and Wilcote: clergy - Jane Knowles, 
Sarah Jones, Brian Ford. 

Sat 17 Shipton-under-Wychwood 
with Milton-under- Wychwood, 

Fifield and Idbury: clergy - Wendy 
Callan, Anne Hartley; licensed lay 
minister - Bob Forster. 

Sun 18 Fourth Sunday of 
Advent All who provide hospitali- 
ty for those in need, particularly the 
homeless and those seeking refuge 
from violence. All who work in the 
hotel and catering industry, serving 
that others may have leisure. 

Mon 19 Bradfield Deanery. Pray 
for the deanery, the clergy, lay min- 
isters and people, that they may 
continue to build open and welcom- 
ing communities, reflect realistically 
on their mission plans and grow 
spiritually, encouraging and devel- 
oping relationships across parish 
boundaries and communities. Give 
thanks for those who have recently 



joined the deanery: Brian Spence 
(Theale and Englefield), Des Foote 
(Aldermaston and Woolhampton), 
David Chattell (Bucklebury and 
Bradfield). We hold before God 
John Webster and his family as they 
explore ministry in Australia. Area 
dean - Jo Loveridge; synod lay 
chairman - C. Newman. 

TUe 20 Bradfield and Stanford 
Dingley: clergy - Eddie Marquez, 
Raymond Obin, David Chattell, 
Rosemary Green; licensed lay min- 
ister - Brian Norris. Bucklebury: 
clergy - Eddie Marquez, Raymond 
Obin, David Chattell, Rosemary 
Green; licensed lay ministers - 
David Sammon, Michael Kerry. 
Wed 21 Aldermaston with Wasing 
and Brimpton: clergy - Pete Steele, 
Cathy Pynn, John Webster; 
Elizabeth Oke; licensed lay minister 

- Hanslip Long. Woolhampton with 
Midgham and Beenham Valence: 
clergy - Pete Steele, Elizabeth Oke, 
John Webster, Des Foote. 

Thu 22 Basildon with Aldworth 
and Ashampstead: clergy - Alan 
Hogarth, Anne Kiggell, Charlie 
Vere Nicoll; licensed lay ministers - 
Margaret Davey, George Hudson; 
youth worker Ray Ellis. 

Fri 23 Sulhampstead Abbots and 
Bannister with Ufton Nervet: clergy 

- Peter Dewey. 

Sat 24 Theale and Englefield: clergy 

- Geoffrey Borrowdale, Brian Spence. 
Sun 25 Christmas Day 
Thanksgiving for the mystery of the 
incarnation. Those for whom today 
brings sorrow instead of joy, espe- 
cially those who are lonely and think 
no one cares or prays for them. 
Mon 26 Stephen, Deacon, 
First Martyr Those in our com- 
munities who are intimidated 
because of their faith in Jesus Christ, 
those seeking refuge from persecu- 
tion and all efforts in the diocese 
that support the persecuted church 
throughout the world. All who 
serve as deacons in the diocese. 

The 27 John, Apostle A 
Evangelist Those in the diocese 
being called to evangelise, initiatives 
for outreach and each of us that we 
may witness in our lives to the com- 
ing of the King of kings. 

Wed 28 Holy Innocents 
Vulnerable children and adults. 
Statutory and voluntary agencies 
that relieve the pressures of families 
in distress. More workers in the 
fields of practical care, especially 
those who seek to avert infant vic- 
tims of famine, thirst, disease, vio- 
lence, neglect and cold. We remem- 
ber children and parents who can- 
not be together during the 
Christmas celebrations. 



Thu 29 Burghfield St Mary the 
Virgin: clergy - Jo Loveridge; 
licensed lay minister - Amy Perry. 
Fri 30 Stratfield Mortimer and 
Mortimer West End with 
Padworth: clergy - Paul Chaplin, 
Christopher Lea, Juliet Straw. 

Sat 31 Pangboume with Tidmarsh 
and Sulham: clergy - John Staples. 
Purley: clergy - Roger Howell, Jean 
Rothery, Andrew Mackie. 

January 2006 

Give thanks to the Lord of hosts, 
for the Lord is good, for his stead- 
fast love endures for ever! Jeremiah 
33:11 

Sun 1 Second Sunday of 
Christmas Cutting Edge min- 
istries and initiatives for a fresh 
expression of church and disciple- 
ship for each generation and in each 
community. Those who are to be 
ordained this month as deacon or 
priest and the parishes where they 
will serve. 

Mon 2 Na mfcig and Cbcunciaion 
of Jesus Buckingham Deanery 
Group Ministry. The deanery ‘map- 
ping 5 exercise: grasping the new chal- 
lenges for mission which arise from it 
The cross-deanery training course 
‘Learning for Life’: thank God for its 
launch, and pray that people will 
respond to the opportunities offered 
by the courses. A renewed vision of 
how to reach people for Christ in the 
rural communities. Area dean - Kevin 
Ashby; lay chair - Juliet Rudolf; training 
representative - Liz Simpson; ecumeni- 
cal representative - Valerie Rushton. 
Ttoe 3 Lenborough, Adstock, 
Gawcott, Hillesden, Padbury: clergy 
- Tom Gibbons, Jenny Shields. 

Wed 4 Buckingham: Beachampton, 
Buckingham SS Peter and Paul, 
Radclive cum Chackmore, Thorn- 
borough, Thornton with Nash, 
Waddon: clergy - Kevin Ashby, 
John King: licensed lay minister - 
Pat Faulkner. Radclive cum 
Chackmore and Thomborough: 
clergy - Philip Derbyshire 
Thu 5 North Buckingham - Akeley, 
Leckhampstead, Lillingstone Dayrell, 
Lillingstone Lovell, Maids Moreton 
with Foscott: clergy - Hans Taling, 
Jean Price; licensed lay minister - 
Margaret Culley. 

Fri 6 The Epiphany Our bishops 
Richard (Oxford), Alan (Bucking- 
ham), Colin (Dorchester), and Stephen 
(Reading), and those who support 
them and their ministries. 

Sat 7 Stowe: clergy - Ron Bundock. 
West Buckingham - Biddlesden, 
Shalstone, Tingewick, Turweston, 
Water Stratford, Westbury: clergy - 
Liz Simpson, Chris Carter 
Sun 8 First Sunday of Epiphany 



The Ba pti sm of Christ Those 
who were baptised last year and 
their families, all who are godpar- 
ents and those involved in baptism 
preparation and continuing support. 
Mon 9 Cowley Deanery. Area dean 

- Elaine Bardwell; synod lay chair- 
man - Patricia Michael; clergy - Ian 
Adams; licensed lay ministers - 
Philip Clayton, Alan Wakeley. 

The 10 Cowley Team Ministry: 
clergy - Stephen Hartley, Beth 
Spence, Lome Denny, Wazir Chand; 
licensed lay minister - Eric Uren. 
Wed 1 1 Blackbird Leys, LEP: cler- 
gy - David Parry, Fleur Houston, 
Patrick Mukholi; community worker 
-Jim Hewitt. 

Thu 11 Cowley St John: clergy - 
Adam Romanis, Jonathan Herapath, 
Keith Lamdin, Margaret Anne 
ASSP, Alwin Samuel; licensed lay 
ministers - Janet Proudman, Jon 
Bowden. 

Fri 13 Headington Quarry: clergy 

- Tom Honey, Linda Green; lay pas- 
tor - D. Twycross. Headington St 
Andrew: clergy - Michael Brewin; 
licensed lay minister - David Price. 
Sat 14 Headington St Mary: clergy 

- Jonathan Sewell, Stephanie 
Bullock, Richard Chand; licensed 
lay ministers - Bernice Adepegba. 
Highfield: clergy - James Cocke; 
licensed lay ministers - James 
Larminie, Eve Vause. 

Sun 15 Second Sunday of 
Epiphany ‘Churches Together’ 
networks, local ecumenical partner- 
ships and projects, that they may be 
effective witnesses of how Christ- 
ians of different denominations can 
be one in Christ. Communication 
and reconciliation within Christian 
communities; grace and patience to 
bear with one another when we dis- 
agree strongly. Joy and faith in 
believing. 

Mon 16 Iffley: clergy - Richard 
Lea, Darrell Hannah, David Barton. 
Littlemore: clergy - Bernhard 
Schunemann, Margreet Armitstead, 
Sarah Coakley, Teresa Morgan, 
John Muddiman. New Marston: 
clergy - Elaine Bardwell, Joanna 
Coney, Sid Raehn, Rosemary 
Rycraft; licensed lay minister - 
Alison Salvesen. 

Tbe 17 Oxford St Clement: clergy 

- Bruce Gillingham, Jenny Brown, 
Vera Sinton; licensed lay ministers - 
Toby Garfitt, Kenneth Howson, 
Theresa Gray: licensed youth worker - 
Chris Trent. Sandford-on-Thames: 
clergy - Robert Morgan, Lydia Cook; 
licensed lay ministers - Brian Andrews, 
Liz Shatford. 
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Christian Unity Marston with 
Elsfield: clergy - Tony Price, Anne 



Holmes: licensed lay ministers - Robert 
Bruce, David Cranston, Ben Knighton. 
Thu 19 Maidenhead Deanery. 
Review of the Deanery Plan after 
several years of change and reor- 
ganisation; they hope to continue to 
become increasingly interdependent 
and give thanks for the trust already 
established between parishes. The 
deanery pastoral and standing com- 
mittee and area dean Theresa Scott, 
lay chairman Martin Chandler; 
treasurer Mike Moss, secretary 
David Morgan, and the ecumenical 
representative Richard Holroyd. 

Fri 20 Bray: clergy - George 
Repath. Clewer and Dedworth: cler- 
gy - Louise Brown. 

Sal 21 The Cookhams: clergy - 
Michael Smith, Ryan Green, Anthony 
Welling, Terrie Robinson, Philip Ind: 
licensed lay minister - Charles Walmsley. 
Sun 22 Third Sunday of 
Epiphany Those who provide acts 
of unity between the churches and 
denominations to meet needs with- 
in their communities, e.g. housing, 
transport, safety, information, care. 
Mon 23 Burchetts Green: clergy - 
Theresa Scott, Dilys Woodmore: 
licensed lay ministers - Hilary 
Davis, Teresa Kennard. 

Hie 24 Maidenhead St Luke: cler- 
gy - Richard Holroyd; licensed lay 
ministers - Bob Glen, Sonya Clarke. 
Wed 25 Conversion of Paul 
Maidenhead All Saints: clergy - 
Jeremy Harris, Rosemary Bragg. 
Maidenhead St Andrew and St Mary 
Magdalene: clergy - Will Stileman, 
Neil Watkinson: licensed lay minis- 
ters - Ruth Knight, Jill Palfrey. 

Thu 26 Maidenhead St Peter: cler- 
gy - Charles Parry, Jeremy Hyde; 
licensed lay worker - Edna 
Coni bear: licensed lay ministers - 
Brian Rose, Pat Rose, Doris 
Swinbank. 

Fri 27 Maidenhead the Good 
Shepherd Cox Green: clergy - Joan 
Hicks: licensed lay minister - 
Margaret Bird. 

Sat 28 New Windsor Team 
Ministry: clergy - Ainsley Swift, 
Mary Barnes, David Dadswell, 
John Quick, June Faulkner: St John 
the Baptist with All Saints: licensed 
lay minister - Mary Hutchinson. 
Sun 29 Fourth Sunday of 
Epiphany Those in the diocese 
who stand in the gaps within socie- 
ty, who act as advocates for the dis- 
advantaged or mediators with those 
in disagreement. 

Mon 30 Old Windsor St Peter and 
St Andrew: clergy - Nigel Pocock. 
The 31 White Waltham with 
Shottesbrooke: clergy - David 
Andrew. Waltham St Lawrence: 
clergy - Richard Nunn. 
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Change your world 



This green and pleasant land 



By Natalie Abbott 

1 00 Ways to Make Poverty 
History is described as 'an 
action kit to change your 
world', and action is the key 
word! If you were short of 
ideas to help eradicate pover- 
ty (beyond wearing your 
white band, of course) this is 
the book for you. 

There are literally dozens 
of very practical things you 
can do, from inspirational 
ways of influencing the peo- 
ple who make the decisions, 
to unleashing your purchas- 
ing power and making 
lifestyle choices that will 
bring hope to others. 

The book is written by 
John Madeley, a writer, 



broadcaster, Licensed Lay 
Minister from Caversham, 
Berks, and friend of The 
DOOR (you may remember 
he reported on the Make 
Poverty History march in 
Edinburgh for us in the 
September issue). 

An essential stocking-filler 
for anyone who has been sto- 
ically wearing their now off- 
white band all year. 

100 WAYS 
TO MAKE 
P OVER T Y 
HISTORY 

JOHN 
MADELEY 

CANTER- 
BURY 
PRESS 

£5.99 



THIS book is timely, if only 
because it makes irrelevant 
the whole discussion about 
tests for UK citizenship. 

Instead of learning where 
to speak Scouse, Geordie 
and Cockney, and being 
instructed in the arcana of 
trial by jury in British courts, 
new applicants for citizen- 
ship should be given a copy 
of this book. By the time 
they have read it they will be 
familiar with the masters of 
the English language and 
with the curiosities that 
make up Englishness. 

Like all anthologies the 
book has its quirks and 
quiddities but that is part of 



Bv David Shepherd 

its charm. Matthew Arnold 
on Dover Beach is hardly 
Vera Lynn territory. It does 
not distinguish with any con- 
viction between English and 
British; indeed David Starkey 
in one of the very earliest 
entries confounds the distinc- 
tion by bracketing them 
together as if they were 
interchangeable. So if you're 
tempted to buy it as a 
Christmas present for a 
Celtic relative, check they 
won't be upset. 

But rest assured, all the 
old glowing chestnuts are 
there - Henry V, Henry 
Newbolt, Churchill - and 



lots of contemporary stars 
such as Alan Coren, Ian 
Hislop and Jeremy Paxman 
We can all dig out our own 
favourites; mine is Leo 
Abse's 'brief encounter' take 
on Adlestrop. But Coward 
and Brooke and Joyce 
Grenfell and ... the list is 
endless and always satisfying 
It's material to bring a 
smile, to stir the blood or to 
prompt a smarting tingle at 
the back of your eyes. It's 
also a well-produced, attrac- 
tively bound book, solid in 
the hand at £9.99. More 
generous publishers might 
have given us an index so 
that we could find our 



favourites without having to 
flick through all 200 plus 
pages every time. 

If you're English, you'll 
need no encouragement to 
buy it. If you're not English, 
then it will give you a taste 
of what you're missing. 

David Shepherd is Chair of 
the DOOR'S Editorial Group. 



ENGLAND. MY 
ENGLAND 

GERRY 

HANSON 

ROBS ON 

BOOKS 

£9,99 





Win tickets to see 
Creation’s Snow Queen 



WIN tickets to this chilly tale 
that will warm your heart. 

The Snow Queen is the lat- 
est offering from Oxford- 
based Creation Theatre 
Company, and follows the 
journey of a young girl whose 
innocent friendship saves her 
best friend from the clutches 
of evil which force him to see 
everything in an ugly light. 

Artistic director and pro- 
ducer David Parrish told The 
DOOR: ‘The goodness and 
purity of the child, Gerda, 
melts the hearts of everyone 
she meets, even those under 



the burden of evil.’ 

The production this 
Christmas is staged inside the 
BMW car plant and runs 
from 22 November to 7 
January. 

The DOOR has a pair of 
tickets to give away. Just tell 
us the name of the friend that 
heroine Gerda sets out to 
find. 

Post your answer to: 

Snow Queen competition, 

The Door, 

Diocesan Church House, 
North Hinksey, Oxford, 

OX2 ONB. 



Homosexuality and the Church 



Bv Michael Brierlev 

HERE’S a new book of 
essays on the subject which is 
preoccupying the Anglican 
Church. It is edited by the 
sub-dean of Christ Church, 
Nicholas Coulton, and con- 
sists of 7 chapters, all by 
scholars with Oxford con- 
nections. 

Each chapter takes a differ- 
ent key aspect of homosexu- 
ality and the Church, thus 
building up an overall, solid 
and careful impression of the 
issue. Christopher Rowland 
offers a biblical piece, show- 
ing the place of the Bible in 



the context of our discern- 
ment of Christ's character. 
Marilyn McCord Adams 
explores sociological ele- 
ments of sexuality as a 
whole. Jane Shaw looks at 
the history of marriage and 
family relationships. 
Margaret Bedggood brings in 
the perspective of human 
rights. Robert Merrihew 
Adams's clear contribution 
examines through logical and 
helpful examples what is 
'natural', and shows how 
some interpretations of 
Genesis 1 and 2 (implicitly 
including that which under- 
lies the House of Bishops' 



report Some Issues in Human 
Sexuality) simply don't fol- 
low. John Drury's finale, 
reprinted from the journal 
Theology, provides a fitting 
poetic conclusion. Coulton 
himself provides a sensitive 
introduction and a helpful 
appendix charting principal 
publications on the issue 
since 1979. 

The book will be a very 
useful and accessible intro- 
duction for Christians who 
are beginning to think seri- 
ously about the issue. 

It's not the only new book 
of essays about this subject. 
In the next issue of the 



DOOR, there will be a 
review of a book edited by 
Andrew Linzey and Richard 
Kirker, Gays and the Future 
of Anglicanism: Responses to 
the Windsor Report. 

Michael Brierley is the 
Bishop's Chaplain and 
Research Assistant 

THE BIBLE, 
THE CHIIRQH 
AND HOMO- 
SEXUALITY 

EDITED BY 
NICHOLAS 
COULT ON 

DLT 

£10,95 
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Radley Road, 
Abingdon 
OX14 3PS 

Founded in 1860 
by the Sisters of Mercy 

400 girls aged 11-18 




Dynamic ♦ Exciting ♦ Substantial value added 
High academic standards ♦ Two ICT Suites ♦ Small classes 
Caring Christian environment ♦ Indoor swimming pool 
Extensive bus network ♦ Popular Sixth Form Centre 
Scholarships and bursaries ♦ Attractive modern facilities 

01235 524658 

www.olcss.org.uk 
email: office@olcss.org.uk 





IAPS, CO-ED. BOARDING & DAY, 
PREP SCHOOL FOR 3-13 YEAR OLDS 



Swanbourne 

House 



Buckinghamshire 



For details contact 

Mrs C Hollowday 



telephone 01296 720 264 
fax 01296 728 089 
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wwwswanbourne.org 
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Adoption Diaries: part 3 

So far we've heard how prospective parents Caroline and Roger came 
to adopt and the process of doing so with PACT, the Diocesan adop- 
tion agency. Then their son Jon told us what the transition to a new 
home was like for him. Now Roger relates the emotions and logistics 
of the first contact with Jon's birth mother ... 

‘Everyone agreed - that's Jon’s birth mother, her social work- 
er, the PACT team and us, that we should leave it a year before 
organising contact for Jon with his birth family. We started off 
with a “letterbox drop” - a kind of POBox service organised 
through the agencies representing both families - in which Jon 
updated his birth mother on his news and we suggested a meet- 
ing date a long time hence. She responded and we set about 
finding neutral “outing” territory some way away from where 
we five and getting everyone together - not just us, her and her 
parents (Jon's grandparents) but a social worker to stand by all 
of us, too. 

Before all that, though, we met Jon's birth mother at Social 
Services' offices without Jon there. As it happened, it was all 
very cheerful and made much easier by having a professional 
standing by, as it were, who although completely unobtrusive, 
nevertheless kept an ear on the meeting so that we couldn't say 
anything out of turn during the two hours we were together. 
For instance, I came very close to revealing where we live”, says 
Roger, “but the social worker recognised I was on the verge 
before I did, and gently steered the conversation onto a new 
topic! That's the great benefit of having a constant social work- 
er on your case from Day One who comes to know you really 
well. 

“Jon had a lot of 'why' questions when he came to live with 
us and it was really only after the first meeting with his birth 
mother that they began to subside. We have always made a big 
point of talking through the contact with him each time and I'd 
say that he has stopped feeling responsible for her now and that 
meeting once a year as we do is just like any other trip out. In 
between times we keep up the “letterbox drop” twice a year. 

“It doesn't get any easier for Caroline and me”, Roger con- 
tinues, “but we just remind ourselves that it's healthy for Jon to 
acknowledge his background and that we are in the driving seat 
about dictating the length of the meeting and where it should 
be held. Also there's no reason why the contacts should ever 
turn confrontational, because though we inevitably talk about 
“her side” and “our side”, everyone there has got only one pri- 
ority - to do the right thing by Jon/ 

PACT can be contacted on 0800 731 1845 



Photo Competition: the runners-up 



Our competition invited 
readers to submit photographs 
which they felt illustrated a 
particular Bible passage. It 
was fantastic to see so many 
photos of good presentation 
and high technical quality. 

Here, the DOOR'S photogra- 
pher Frank Blackwell and the 
Revd Mary Bide of Christ 
Church Cathedral, comment... 

The 'highly commended' 
photographs were consid- 
ered quite close to the stan- 
dard of the winning picture. 
'Cobweb' (below) by Penny 
Sidebotham of Weedon, 
Bucks, is a difficult subject 
because it is almost trans- 
parent, but here the flimsy 
web is picked out well, per- 
haps because of frost? 




‘And he said to them, ’Follow me and I will make you fishers of men’ Matthew 4:19 




‘Such is the fate of all who forget God. The hope of the godless comes to nothing. 
Everything they count on will collapse. They are leaning on a spiders’ web’ Job 8: 13-14 



'Nets on the Shore’ 
(above), by Sandra 
Atkinson of Sonning 
Common, was liked by 
Mary who says: These are 
the working tools of fisher- 
men; wet, heavy and tan- 
gled on the beach. It does 
not trivialise the hard work 
involved in being fishers of 
men.’ 

The remaining runners- 
up photos taken by 

Christine Gowing of 

Churchill and Bracknell’s 
Ron Thompson will feature 
in February’s DOOR. 
Details of when and where 
to see the photos will be on 
the Diocesan website. 

Thank you to all our 
entrants, and to judges 
Frank, Mary and Diocesan 
webmaster Phil Hind. 
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‘Opening their treasure 
chests, they offered him gifts 
of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh’ Matthew 2:11 

'Tis the season to be jolly', says 
the carol, but the weeks leading 
up to Christmas can also be a 
season of futile anxiety, as we 
try to remember all the people 
for whom we intend to buy 
presents and then worry 
whether what we've got them is 
appropriate (or whether 
they've got one already). 
Giving presents is just about 
the main feature of a modem 
Christmas, and is probably the 
chief reason why our credit 
card account looks shocking in 
January. 

There is, however, good rea- 
son for giving gifts to each 
other at Christmas, and it's 
connected both with the words 
from Matthew's Gospel above, 
and also with the precedent of 
St Nicholas, whose feast day 
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falls on 6 December. 

The facts about him are 
obscured by dodgy history and 
dubious legend, but he was 
probably a bishop in the near 
East, at a place called Myra, in 
the fourth century. 

Unable to give the child Jesus 
a present on his birthday, 
postal services to the right hand 
of the majesty on high being 
unreliable, he felt it would be 
appropriate to give gifts in 
Christ's name to the poor chil- 



Canon David Winter is a former 
Diocesan Director of Evangelism^ 
broadcaster and author of many 
books including Message for the 
Millennium (BRF). 



dren of his town. So he went 
from house to house, it is said, 
leaving presents for the chil- 
dren. When dad - or mum - do 
the same nowadays they are 
following the example of St 
Nicholas, and if they put on the 
traditional Santa Claus (St 
Nicholas) outfit, then they are 
donning a version of the red 
robes and mitre of a bishop. 

To give gifts to others fits in 
with the teaching of Jesus in 
another way, in that he said 
that if we do it 'to the least of 
these my brethren' we do it to 
him. We give gifts to others 
because we can't give them to 
him. In any case they are but a 
small response to God's most 
generous gift of all, his Son to 
be our Saviour. 

In fact, as Christina Rossetti 
puts it in her Christmas hymn, 
I can give Jesus a gift at 
Chistmas (or any other time): 
What I have, I give him - Give 
my heart. 
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